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viak: the line and thus serve the Noombling
estate.  Various Governments have promisel
that this line should be built; fio Government
bas ever gone hack on that promise. Why,
then, should these people be denied what they
consider Lo b their vight by virtwe of the
promises made to them? We have heen prac-
tically hoiding out an inducement to people
to scttle in the distriet, and great improve-
ments have been earcied out there. My, Bax-
ter said the land was inferior peison coun-
try. Cleared of the peison, the land has been
proved to he good. From my recollection of
it, 1 shenld say it is fair average country
from Dwarda into Narrogin.

Ion., .J. A. Greig: Tt is already served.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
Looking at the map 1 cannot agree with the
hon. member there. T usk members to study
the map and jondge for themselves what the
deviation means. If the line is taken to the
north, it certainly will not serve the people
to the south. If the people north of Dwarda
towards Breokton look for a connection with
Armadale ir yeurs to come, that will give
them all they require. I '11)pen[ to mem-
bers to supy ort the Bill and thus permit
this long-standing promise to the settlers of
the distriet to be fulfilled. To do otherwise
than fulfil this promise would not be hon-
ourable. I move—-

That the Bill be now read a sccond time.

On motion by Hon. J, A, Greig, debate
adjourned.

House adjourned at 7.59 p.m.
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QUESTION—TRAMWAY EXTENSION
AND MUNICIPAL RATING.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN asked the Minister
for Roilways: Is it his intention to introduce
during this session lemislation giving power
to lecal authorities to levy a rate for the
purpose of paying a subsidy towards the
financial loss, if any, on the extension of any
tramway, such as from Como to Canning
Bridge?

The MINISTER FOR RAILLWAYS re-

plied: The mnatter is under consideration in
cenjunction with tramway extensions gen-
crally.

QUESTION—SANXDALWOOD, AND

FORESTS ACT.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN asked the Minister
for Railwnys: 1, Have any regulations heen
made under the Forests Act, 1919, to compel
sandalwood getters under permit to sell or
dispose of the sandalwood obtained under
such permit to any particular company, firm,
or persons? 2, If so, have the regulations
been gazettel? 3, If gazetted, when were
they plaged oa the Table of the IMHouse? 4,
If not placed hefore Parlinment, when will
that be done, in accordance with the Forests
Act?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1, No; but Regulation 51a was gaz-
ctied on the 16th JMarch, 10823, prohibiting
the cutting, pulling, or removal of sandal-
wood from Crown land within the Sfate north
of the 20th parallel of south latitude, except
for distillation purposes within the State;
and on the same date Regulation 52a was
guzetted restricting the issue of lieenses to
those persona who could produce an order for
sandalwood for oil distillation purpeses with-
in the State. These regulations were laid
upon the Table of the House on the 3lst
July, 1923, 2, 3, and 4, Answered by No. 1.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On motien by Mr. Willeock, Jleave of
absence for four weeks granted to DIr
O’Loghlen {Forrest) on the ground of ill-
health.

BILL—ELECTRIC LIGHT AND POWER
AGREEMENT AMENDMENT (No. 2).

Read a third time, and transmitted to the
Couneil.

BILL—INDUSTRIES ASSISTANCE
© ACT COXNTINUAXNCE.

Third Reading.

The PREMIER (Hon. Sir James Mitchell
—-Northam) [4.36]: I move—

That the Bi'l be now read o third time.
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Mr. A, THOMSON (Katanning) [4.37]:
I would like a statement from the Premier
as to whether it is the intention of the Gov-
ernment to introducc a further amending
Bill during this session.  The matter is of
vital importance to numerous residents in the
agricultural districts whe find themselves in
the unfortunute position of owing consider-
able sums of money to the Government while
the Industries Assistance Board are not giv-
ing them any further assistance. Thus their
situation is very invidious. Storekecpers and
business people will not render them any aid,
owing to their properties being mortgaged up
to the hilt. This legislation should be
amended as suggested during the second
reading dcbate.

The PREMIER (Hon. Sir James Mitchell
—Northam—in reply) [4.38]: There is no
intention of introducing another Bill during
this session, I do not know that the hon.

member has suggested why another Bill
should be intreduced.
Mr. A, Thomson : To afford these unm-

fortunate people a reasonable opportunity to
obtain assistance.

The PREMIER : When the time comes
for taking steps in the dirvectién suggested
by the hon, member, T shall be prepared to
do so; but that time is not vet. If settlers
have not beecn able to make good with the
assistance rendered them, I am extremely
SOYTY.

Mr. A, Thomson:
them to get out®

The PREMIER: I cannot allow the hom,
member to speak for me either now or on
nny other oceaszion, and he knows it full well,
What I have to say T will say for myself,
and will not agk the hon, member to say it for
me. I have never told anyone to ‘‘get out,””’
and have no intention of doing so. The In-
dustries Assistance Board Aet is administered
by a board, and a very good board too. 1
ile not know what the hon. member refers to;
but when the time comes for specially help-
ing a certain number of people, I shall come
to the House and say so.

Are you going to tell

Mr. STUBBS (Wagin) [4.39]: The In-
dustries Assiziance Aet was iutroduced orig-
inally as a war emergeney measure.

Mr. SPEAKFR: Order! I do not think
T ean altow on this measure n debate dealing
with the parent Act, or refercnces to the
reasons why amending Bills were brought in.
The present Bill is a continuante Bill to
operate the principal Act for another year.

Mr. STUBBS: T am compelled to oppose
the Bill on the third reading unless the Pre-
mier gives the House an assurance that the
Government do not intend to imtroduce an-
other Bill in the same form next session.

Hon, T. “Walker: The Premier cannot
speak for next session. There might be a
new Government then,
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The Premier:
surance.

Question put and passed.

Bill read u third time, and trausmitted to
the Council,

I cannot give any such as-

MOTION—MINING INDUSTRY.
T'o iaguire by Royal Commission.

Hon, M, F. TROY (Mt, Magnet) [+.42]: |
move—

That in the opinion of this House it is in
tie interesis of the State in general, and of
the mining industry in particular, that o
foya' Commission be appoinfed to investi-
gate the affairs of the Lmpire Gold Mining
Syndicete with a vicw to asecrtaining (1)
who were the original members of the syn-
dicate; (2) the manner 1w which asseys were
made, and who was responsidle for declar-
ing the assayed samples, alleged to Thave
begn taken from ihe syndicate's leases at
Hancoek's, Sandstone, to be woarth from two
to seven ovunces per ton, when in reality
the stone from which they were tuken
proved to be worth on’y so many penny-
weights; and (3) who was responsible for
the publication in the newspapers of fre-
quent reports of the discovery of high
values in the leases held by the Empire
Gold Mining Syndicate, values which it was
afterwards shown mever existed; and that
the Commission have power to ezamine
persong and papers, and also tie banking
accountsd of all the people responsible for
the formation of the syndicate.

Since my remarks on this subjeet during the
debate on the Address-in-reply, remarks econ-
demning the methods employed in the mining
industry by this syndicate, T have heen sub-
jected to some criticism in the Press by Mr.
D. L. Doolette and others. Mr. Doolette has
taken exception to my remarks on that oceca-
sion, and I now repeat them from notes 1
made ot the time.

Our mining to-day has the worst reputa-
tion that it has ever had in its history. Men
who at one time could be induced o invest
in mining, will not now put a peany into
it; and they will not put a penny into it
beeause of ramps like the Bullfineh, Hamp-
ton Plains, Sandstone, and another one re-
cently at Laverton. If one approaches an
honest man with a propesal ta invest in
mining, he inmediately locks upon one as
a spicler. And, indeecd, he is justified in
doing so. There are certain men now in the
mining industry who take down their own
friends. They have not the ethies of a
pickpocket. A pickpocket will take a chance
by robbing a person, but these men will
come and tell their victim to his face that
the proposition is a good one, induce him
to invest hiz every eent. in it, and so ealmly
take him down.

I made those remarks, and another gentleman
who eriticised them is Mr. Franeis, the attor-
nev for the Hampton Propertics Ltd. T made
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no charge against the Hampton Properties
Ltd. I did speak of 2 ramp on the Hampton
Plains, but that had no cocuection with the
Hampton Properties Ltd., who are an entirely
different company. They merely own the lamdl
on which the ramp took plave, and the ramp
did not necessarily occur through them. |

did not make and do not noew make
a charge against the Hampton Pro-
perties  Ltd. I did wmake particular

reference to the case of leases at Han-
cock 's, Sandstone; and that is a subjeet into
which I desire that the House should order an
inquiry. Under this motion T propose te deal
with Mr. Dovlette and his assoeiation with
what are known as the Empire Gold Mining
Syndicate’s operations at Sandstone. Mr.
Daglette, from his letter to the Press, is
greatly agitated at the possibility of the
appointment of a Royal Commission. Why he
should be so agituated passes my understand-
ing; because no doubt, whether he knowy it
or not, in public there is a preat deal of eriti-
cism regarding him. One wonld imagine that,
jealous of his reputation, he would invite this
inquiry. If of any business man it were said
that he had been guilty of a ramp, that man
would immediately welcome inquiry. It is to
Mr. Doolette’s advantage that this inguniry
should be held. He ought to be doing his
best to get Parliament to order it, so that his
reputation might be cleured from the imputa-
tions levelled against it. I do not sugest that
A, Doolette made any money ont of the
operations of the ¥Xmpire Syndicate. I
do not know whether he did or not, hut 1
know that the most dolefal stories are current
regarding the manner in which he was taken
down by others who have not Mr. Doolette’s
high code of honour. If those stories be true,
then in Mr. Doolette’s inferests and in the
interests of the mining industry gen-
erally, the {iovernment should co-oper-
ate in  furthering the inquiry. We
know that there was a mining beom at
Sandstone, and we aiso know that the alleged
recent developments cn the Empire leases
were responsible for that boem. From time to
time reports of rich values on those leases ap-
peared in the Press, and consequently shares
went to a high figure. Mr. Doclette ex-
plained in the Press that the syndieate was
misled by rich surface indications. e said
the leases were practlmllv high grade sur-
face deposifs. But it ought not to take a
man six months to discover the nature of such
deposits.  What Mr. Doolette forgot to ex-
plain was that mining operations were carried
on for six months, and that during the whole
of that time there were published in the Press
reports of high values being obtainad over a

width cf 10ft. Let me state the facts. The
agrecment  between the prospeetors and
the Empire Gold Syndicate was =igned

on the 16th October, 1923, Mir Dooletis claims
that the prospectors benefited by the opera-
tions of the syndicate at Sandstone, hecause
of the large deposit they reeeived. The
Prendergast and Bounty leases were the
leases on  which the greater part  of
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the operations were carried on, and
Mr, Doolette’s depasit amounted to the
magnificent sum of one shilling! I have

here a copy of the agreement hetween
Mr. Dooletie and Prendergast Bros, and Mr.
Morris. The price to be paid for the
property when the purebaseis tool: it over
was £3 500, but the deposit was only 1s..

My, Richardson: YWhat was the term of
the option?
Hon. M. F. TROY: XNine months. In the

cvent of the purchaser exercising his option
the amount to be paid was £3,500, The
syndicate started operations in Oectober, and
the publication of reports of the syodi-
cate’s operations began to appear in
November. On the 10th November the fol-
lowing report was published in the ‘¢West
Australian’’—

Good values still being mei with in the
Empire Geold PFroapecting Byndicate’s
leases at Sandstone, For the week ended
XNovember 4th, the manager reports as
follows:—Bounty and Prendergast’s op-
tion: No. 2 shaft sunk 10f1. for the week.
Siuking is in lode material. Agsay value
for full width of shaft, 3oz. ld4dwt. per
long ton. Prospecting: Costeen 150ft.
north of No. 2 ghaft. Value of ore broken
from costeen, 2oz, 6dwt, per long tom.

Another report appearcd on the 23th
November as follows—

Progress report, week ended November
18th:—No. 1 shaft sunk to 16ft. Borings
show gold; expeet to cut lode to 25ft.
No. 2 shaft sunk to 25ft; m eountry.
Prospecting 250ft. north of No. 2 shaft,
uncovered lode to depth of 4ft and length
of 10ft. There is a strong lode of iron
are giving prospects of from 1 to 4 oz
per ton over a width of 4ft. with good
values on both sides, also in south face
of trench.

On the 7th December another report was
published as follows—

Have started smkmg in the south end
of the prospectors’ open cut, ore 6ft.
wide, value 2oz, per tom, Bounty Lode:
have stripped lode of surface for a dis-
tance of 150ft. south-weat from prospee-
tors’ workings. Average width E€ft.,
average value 30dwt. per ton.

On 2nd January of this year the following
report was published—

Bounty open cut:
ireatment over width

ave for
Average

breaking
of 5ft.

sample of ore broken 20z. per tom. West
face assays loz. 5dwi. 1dgr. per tou.
Prendergast’s open cut: Shaft snnk to

20ft. all in ore,

Jor. per ton.
I must give these reports beeanse it was
on them thai the shares rose as they did.
The reports were se consistent that, in my
opinion, it was untterly impassible for the
svadicate to get the resalts they Hd byt
for those reports. On the 19th January tlis
report was published—

Average assay of samples

Prendergast’s lode: drive from south
open cut extended 3ft. in gre; average
assay value doz. 2dwi. Bounty Lode:



open cutting lode for a width of VEt.;
bulk sample of orc broxan, Zos 16dwt.
Fuace assays loz. Gdwt. DProspecting: one
mile north of leases a aew lease has been
taken up on the syndicite’s ueconnt ag
reself of a discovery by the syndicate’s
prospector, O, Jones. A trench across the
Jode for a width of 6ft. gave the follow-
ing results: 8B, side of trench, width
6ft., Zoz.: N.W. side of trench, width Gft.,
19dwt. Ogr.: face of trench, west ond,
16dwt. 5gr., bulk samples from ore raised
19dwt. 13gr. Ore continues in the face
of trench. TFrom surface indications the
probable width of ore is 20ft.

A pretty good proposition! But the reports

got better as the operations continved. On

the 26th January we had this report—

Bounty lease: breaking ore in open
cut. Tace samples loz. 2dwt. The Bid
lease: trenching across the ountcrop has
been continued for a width of 10ft. and
depth of 3ft. Samples from the bottom
of trench assay ag follows:—0ft. to 3ft,
loz. 15dwt. 14gr.; 3ft. to Gft., loz. Sdwt.;
6ft. to 9ft., 2oz. 6dwt. 14gr. Grand Slam
lease: adjeining the Bid lense on the
north, another 24 acres has been taken
up on the syndicatc’s behalf. In a pot-
hole below the cement capping at a depth
of 5ft. quartz and jronstone has been ex-
posed. A sample broken over a width of
2ft. 6in. assayed 2oz. Tdwt. 15gr.

On the 31st January this report appeared--—

Bounty lease: breaking ore in open cut
over width of 4ft. average value loz.
10dwt. per ton. Prendergast’s lease: eui-
ting dray road to open cut. The Bid
lease: open cutting in trench over width
of 10ft. Two men broke 40 tons during
week: average value loz. 10dwt. per ton.

From the 6th February onwards there was
almost a daily report in the Press regarding
the value of the leases and their develop-
ments. On the 6th February the following
report was published— .

A gpecial general meeting of the Em-
pire Gold Prospecting Syndicate was held
at the Builders’ Exchange yesterday
afternoon, Mr. D. L. Doolette presided
over a good attendanee of shareholders,
who decided that the capital of the
syndicate be increased to £2,000 by the
ereation of 1,300 shares of £1 each; and
that the directors be authorised to dispose
of 200 shares of the new issue fo such
persons and wpon such terms as the
directors think fit. The chairman stated
that the vew issue of shares was for the
purpose of financing the development of
two new leases which the syndicate had
acquired, known as The Bid and the
Grand Slam, three quarters of a mile
nerth of the options held by the syndi-
cate over the Bounty, and Prendergast’s
properties. On these leases new lodes had
heen discovered, confaining ore worth
from loz., t0 2% o0z. over widths of from
4ft. to 10f¢,

A remarkable proposition! They were find-
ing gold everywhere, even on those leases
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three-quarters of a mile te the northt On
the 9th February there appeared this repoct
in the Press—

Prendergast’s lode: In cutting roadway
to open eut have intersected ore; average
agsay value for a depth of 8ft. 2oz, Sdwt.
per ton. The Bid lease:r Have sunk to a
depth of 10ff, in the south-ecast section
of open cut. The lode is continuwing in
size and value. Assays of ore brokea for
the week and the faces average loz. 5dwt.
per ton, Grand Slam lease; Opened up
new lode to a depth of G6ft.; trench all in
ore; no walls. Assayv of face 2o0z. 18dwt.
per ton,

From that time onwards reports were pub-
lished almost daily. Beecause of the rich
developments on these leases and otheve which
the eompany took up, another flotation was
made hout this time. At the same time also
some ntevest was taken in Perth in the leases,
beeanse of the published assays, and the
shares Pegiun to be quoted. A Terth share-
broker issued the following report—

Dear  Sir—Re Ewmpire Gold Mining
Syndicate. This company was floated, a
short {ime ago, to acquire options over
{wo leases of 24 aeres at Hancoeks’, in
the Black Range district. The eompany
is constituted in 2,000 shares of £1 each,
of which 900 are issued, and sold by the
company at par and at various premiums
from £2 to £4. The distriet has been
prospected for years and many shallow
shafts have been sunk by prospectors on
quartz reefs and leaders without result,
and the ironstone lodes, wlhich runm
parallel, have been left severcly alone,
and this stone carries the gold whieh
is mot visible through the nature of
the rock. On the Empire Syndicate’s mnain
area Prendergast lease, there has been a
shaft sunk to a depth of 50ft. on the lode,
and the values continue to live down.
From this lease a crushing of 2,000 tons is
to be treated, starting on the 20th, and
will go the full ounce, and this will pay
the vendor’s purchase price of £3,000, and
still leave a very satisfactory margin. The
eompany in their wisdom pegged two other
leases ahont 2 mile north, the Bid and
Gram 8lam, and these are opening up
splendidly by costeening and open cutting.
An old shaft on the last-named lease has
heen cleared out on a huck reef to a depth
of 50 feet, about 100 feet north of the
open cut, and on c¢rosscutting from this
point, they proved the lode to he 8 feot
wide, with an average assay of 2 ozs.

Eight feet wide and 2 ozs. to the ton!

thiy on an abandoned property.
The geology of the country will point to
permaneney and great depth. No condi-
tions for wmany years have been so favour-
able as this Empire Syndicate venture,
and 1 eongider it one of the best mining
propositions that has come before me for
a considerable time. The district is n
proved producer in mines like the Black
Range and Oroya Black Range, both pay-

And
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ing very good dividends and return of
capital. In writing you on this watter I do
so after carcful consideration of faets.
The stock at the moment is only listed on
the local murket but the dircetors are mak-
ing preparations for it to be quoted in
Adelaide, which will place it in a better
position from the market point of view.
That is the sharehroker’s report to people
witom he wished to induce to invest their
money in the syndicate’s property. I wish
now o go on reading some of the reports
vihich appeared in the Press regarding the
syndicate’s leases. It is a remarkable thing
that in some instances they did not appear
as reports coming from the manager of the
leases; in others they did. Tn a number of
cases, however, the reports, it would appear,
just fell into the newspaper oMice and found
their way into the mining colummn. Here is
o report dated 12th Februarv. It reads—

Grand Slam lease: North-West drive
50ft. level, cut 2 ¢z. values over a width
of 8 feet.

The seeretary added—
An old shaft in the vicinity of the new
lnde recently ciscovered on this lease has
been eleaned out and prospecting started
from it. The ore now intersected is ap-
parenily the downward continuation of the
new lode.

On the 15th February this report appeared—

Grand Slam leasc: Erected windlass and
put ladders in the old shaft; prospeeting
at 507t. level for downward continuation
of new lode.

Then the secretary adids—
Sinee this report was received ore has been
cut in the Grand Slam workings, the value
being 2 oz. over a width of § feet,
Two onnces over a width of 8 feet again!
On the 22nd February this report was pub-
lished—

Prendergast’s open cut poing south;
breaking or: over width of 23 feet; 2oz
values. Grand Slam lode at 50ft, is 10 ft.
wide; ore continues in iace; values 2 ozs.

The 23 ft. mentioned here may he a misprint.
Still, it was what was published in the news-
raper. There mever was anything more re-
markable found in the State; at any rate
not since the discovery of the Golden Mile.
On the 26th February this report appears—

Grand Slam lease: Very rich ore show-
ing gold freely for full width of the drive
at the 50fi, level. Forwarding specimens
of ore.

Two days later this appeared regardinz Pren-
dergast lease—

Stripping overbufden in open eut, pre-
paratory to breaking of ore. Average
assay of faces 215 ozs. per ton. Bounty
Tease: Cleaning out and timbering pro-
speetors’ shaft, which is 32 ft. deep.
Hematite seams in the bettom of shaft
showing free gold. Grand Slam lease No.
1 shaft stnk to § ft. in etment and rubble
carrying gold. Xo. 2 shaft (75 ft. east of
No. 1 shaft}, 50 ft. level, picking up aund
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repairing drive in old workings. In break-
ing into lode have discovered very rich ore
with gold showing freely over the full
width of drive.

Every report disclosed remarkably high
vaiues, and in this instance wo are teld that
gold was showing freely in the faee. Thua

we learn that not only did the assays disclose
very high values, but that the gold was actu-
ally visible.  On the Gth Mareh this report
appeared—

Grand Slam, No. 1 shaft, 30ft. level:
The walues previously reported continue
for the foll width of the drive.

Then three days later this appears about the
same lease—

X. 2 shaft 50ft. level west drive improv-
ing in value. Gold is showing freely in
the face in the stope. 400 ft. south of
this shaft reveral samples taken from
gossan and formation on the surface gave
an average value of 15 dwt. pan prospects.
T'rendergast lease: Started No. 2 open eut
40 ft. north of Prendergast No. 1 open cut,
Breaking ore 10 ft. wide, average valuc
2 ozs.

These reports, disclosing such wonderful
values, did not appear oceasionally; they ap-
peared consistently—all revealing big reefs
or big lodes and high values. On the 10th
Mareh the annual meeting was held, and at
that all the good developments that had taken
Mace were reported. The newspaper report
of the meeting states that it was held in the
Builders’ Exehange and that Mr. D. L. Doo-
lette, chairman of directors, presided over an
ullendance of 50 sharcholders. Then it goes
on—

The chairman in moving the adoption of
the report ond balanee sheet ountlined the
developments on the lodes on Prendergast’s,
the Bounty, the Bid, and the Grand Slam
leages, and stated that orc was being
broken on these four lodes to make up the
parcel of 2,000 tons to be treated at the
Sandstone public battery. On the Grand
Slam in particular developments had been
highly satisfactory, the lode, where inter-
sected at the 50ft. level, being of bhigh
grade. As soun as the c¢rushing was com-
pleted, sinking on the lodes would be re-
sumed. The following special resolution
was carried unanimously: ‘‘ That the diree-
tors be authoriced to dispose of any un-
issued shares in the company to such per-
sons at sueh premium and upon such terms
as the directors may think fit, and that
Messrs. Doolatte and Davidson be appointed
trustces to <ispose of such shares by direc-
tien of the directors.

It will he seen that they had a few shares to
disjose of, and the volues at all the leases
were 50 high that the directors were instrueted
to dispose of the surplus shares at a price
that they thought was reasomable, bearing in
mind the richness of the syndicate’s proper-
ties. n the 2nd March there appeared in the
¢*\West Australian’’ a long report of the
syndicate’s operations, and this report, like
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all the others, set out the remarkable develop-
meuts that were taking piace. Allow me to
read these short extracts from that report—

Prendergast’s ore body i3 a mass of
gossan and hematite, which has been proved
to exist on the surface for a width of
370 teet, and probakly extends much fur-
thee, as it is dipping under eement and
rubble at both ends and is difficult to trace
for this reason. It has an average width
of 20 fect and i3 being open cut to a
depth of 25 feet. It has not yet heen
determined whether it is a lode or a lat-
eritic deposit of unusual nature, buf it is
estimated to contain to the depth already
proved, 5,000 tons of ore to every 100
feet in length and the average value of it
is 1% ozs. per tom.

Mark well, 5,000 tons to every 100 feot!
The values also had been proved for a length
of 370 feet, the average being 1% oz. to
the ton. What a remarkable proposition!
No wonder there was a rush for shares! How
could it have been otherwise, remembering
the consistent nature of the developments—
20 feet of ore estimated to be worth 1%
oz fo the ton! Yet we found a Lttle later
that this ore went 3 dwts, over the plates.
We are told that the vzlues were proved,
that there were assayers on the leases, that
those assayers took samples every day and
assayed them ns all assayers employed by
different mining companics do. Let me
point out that those who were connected
with this syndicate were not new chums. Mr.,
Doolette was not by any meansg a new chum.
He knows the game from A to Z. Here is
another report—

On the Bid, 2 lode of quartz he:natite
has been opened for a width of 10 feet
to 2 depth of 10 fect and for a length of
20 feet. 100 tons of ere of an average
assay value of 24 dwts. has been raised
from this open c¢ut.

That was an absolutely untrue statement;
the battery proved it to be untrue—
The lode outerops for 800 feet through
the Jease, but has wnot been opened up in
any other part. On the Grand Slam is an
occurrence semewhat similar to the rich
deposits at Sandstene in the Orova Black
Range and Hack’s mines.
Another strange thing in connection with the
published reports is that we frequently find
that the pnames of the Oroya Black Range
mine and Hack’s mine are brought in. These
two mines were operated years ago and both
proved to be very rich. The two mines paid
thousands in dividends.

Mr. SPEAKER: I do not wish to inter-
rupt the hon. member, but do I understand
that all the reports he is quoting refer to the
leases controlled by the Empire Syndicate?

Hon. M. F. TROY: Yes, all. Listen to
this report— )

A belt of felspathic granite eontaining

a quartz reef of an average value of 2

oz. strikes porth across the east and west

| ASSEEMBLY. ]

quartz hematite lodes, At a depth of 30
feet one of these lodes has been c¢rosscut
for a width of 10 feet and high grade ore
carrying specimen gold exposed for that
width.

Mr. Munsie: They had a veritable jew-
cller’s shop there,

Hon, M. F. TROY: I cannot understand
why, with all this rieh stone, no attempt was
made to sweeten the crushing. There ap-
pearcd from the reports to be specimen stone
in many places, and yet none of it was
crushed. The report goes on—

Geneath the cement capping, which has a

thickness of 10 feet, similar ore assaying

2 ozs. per ton has been opened up on the

sameg lode at a point 75 fect €urther west,

In fact, Mr. Speaker, there was gold every-
where, a mile nerth, a mile south, a mile
cast, and a nile west; the syndicate did not
sink ‘& foot anywhere without encountering
a rich development,

The Empire Gold Prospecting Syndicate
is in 2,000 shares, of which 1,244 have
been issued.

What was the object of drawing attention in
tliis report to the fact that the syndicate was
made up of 2,000 shares, of which 1,244 only
had becn issned?¥ Evidently to show people
that there were very few shares, and so indi-
cate that the property must be of immense
valug. 1t was not as if it was a company
of 100,000 shares or even of a guarter of a
million shares. Caleulating the shares on the
values, these 2,000 shares would be worth a
great deal ef money. The investing public
could come {o no other conclusion. On the
12th March there appeared a further report
23 follows:—

The secrctary of the Empire Gold Pros-
recting Syndicate, N.I., reports that scc-
tion samples from the 50ft. level, No. 2
shaft, Grand Slam lease, gave the follow-
ing results:—FEast end of drive, width 5ft.,
value loz. Sdwt. 5 gr. West end of drive,
width 5ft, value loz. 17dwt. The average
assay of samples taken from the stope over
this drive over a width of 9ft. is Soz. 6dwt.
per ton.

This is not from the Prendergast or the
Bounty lease. The Grand Slam is another
lease altogether. It iz wonderful that as
a resuit of this there were no easualties
in the rush for shares. There never was
a propositien like it in Western Australia,
or, at all cvents, there had not beon one
like it for 20 years. As a result of all
these reports the share market was natorally
influenced,  On the 13th Mareh we find the
publication of these values reflected in the
market. The following is reported in the
ff West Australian’’:—

Eastern Stoek Exchanges, Adelaide, Mon-
day. The gold market was mcderately ac-
tive to-day, and the chief exchanges were in
Empire Syndicates, Mararoas, and Mutoo-
roos. Empire Syndieate, £26, £26 151, b.
£25, 3. £26 10s.
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On the Lith March, a day later, the following
report appears—

The foMowing telegram has been receivel
from the manager of the Empire Gold Pros-
| ecting Syndicate: — * Puy.ing statien at
Hamdstone hattery destroyed by fire; probh-
atdly hung up fortnight.”’ Oilice note:—
“This will delay commencement of the
treatment of the Empire Synilieate’s ore
until al:out the end of the month,’’

T cannot help thinking that the fire was provi-
dential. It gave a respite until the battery
was ready for erushing, The reports would
still appear, and the market influenced in con-
sequenve. On the 16th Mareh, two days later,
the following report was published: —

Empire Gold Syndicate—Manager's re-
part for week ended March 10:—Prender-
gast’s lease: Stripping overbuwrden from
the western sile and southern extension of
XNo. 1 open ent. No ore has been broken
during the week, as the cul is full of broken
orc awaiting carting. No. 2 open cut:
Breaking ore on north ang south facew ever
a width of 10ft. Valuc of ore broken 2oz
Grand Slam lease: No. 2 shaft 50ft. level:
West drive extended 3ft. in ore value 2oz
Sdwt. for the full width of drive, 5ft.
Breaking ore in leading stope over drive—
average value over a width of 10ft., Joz.
Mr, Willeock: That is a good one!

AMr. Underwood: They had a good pub-
licity agent.

Hon. M. F. TROY: They are still on high
valwes. In faet, they are getting higher. By
this time the open cut was full of stone, and
no more could be broken,

The Minister for Mines: There would not
appear te have heen mueh room for the stone.

Hon, M. F. TROY: Thare must have been
awaiting treatment 1,000 tons of stone
carrying an average of 2 oz. of gold
to the ton. But why should they crush
202, stuff when they had 5o0z. ore? Tt was
not to be expected, The lastest report
was 5-0z. stuff over a width of 10ft. The
market again hecame active. On the 17th
March in Adelaide, the shares were quoted at,
buyers £29, sellers £30. The reports were so
remarkably consistent. We do not find a pro-
position like this every day in the weck.

Mr. Heron: That 1s just as well.

Mr. C. C. Maley: What did the shares
reach after the publication of that report?

Hon. M. F. TROY: They went from £25
to £30.

AMr. C G Maley:
£3214

Hon. M. F. TROY: T think so. The time
had not yet arrived for the crushing. The
field was beginnine to attraet a great amount
of attention, bhut not quite enough. The
heom was becinning to prow,  Other com-
panies, with or without eash, were taking op-
tions all over the place, but all these develop-
ments assisted the Empire Syndicate. There
then apreared the following report about
the ®andstone distriet—

The Sandstone district. Aetivity at Han-
cock’s. Rich values in Cemedy King, More

Did they not go up to
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options seeured. Another important dis-
epsery has been made at Haneoek's, near
Sandstone, in the vicinity of the Emyire
Gold Prospecting Synlieate’s leases. On
the Comedy King leasa, which has been a
consistent producer and bas already ticated
357 tona for a return of 4,734 fine oz, a
sandstone reef, similar to those worked at
Hack's and Oroya Black Range has been
disvovered.
You swill note that reference is often made
to the Oroya Black Range and Hack's Com-
panies.
AMr, Chesson: There were some consistent
golil producers there.
on. M. . TROY: Yes. The reference is
aiways made to them to prove the value of the
ores in the district. The report continvea—

The values on the surface are stated to
be from 1 to G oz. per ton. An option on
this lease has been secured by Mr. DL L.
Doolette on behalf ofithe Pioncer Gold Proi-
peeting Syndieate TLid,, of Perth, and an
iasue of this syndicate’s reserve shares will
be mude doring the week. A number of
Adclaide gcompany’s have also taken options
at Hancock's. Mr. Mathers has paid de-
posits on several leases, h:cluding the Bull-
oak and the Kohincor, on behalf of the
Mararoa and other companies, and options
have been secured by the Hansel Munday,
the Golden Butterfly and Ive’s Proprietary.
AMe, H, V. Rowe, recently of the Bullfinch
Proprietary, is sompling the Kobinoor
North on behalf of Mr, D, L. Doolette and
other Perth investors.

Oun the 21st the wvalues in the Empire
Syndicate were still good, Al this pub-
licity as to high values ¢reated a new Bull-
finch in Perth. The bait was thrown out
and the public toek it. A syndicate of
4,000 shares was over-subseribed in two
hours in the eity, The investing public was
naturally influenced by the repotts which
appeared, and apparently dcemed them legiti-
mate reports, beeause they were published
in the ‘‘West Australian.”’ The following
appears in that paper—

Sandstone district. A Perth flotation.
Over-gsubscribed in two hours. The issue
of 4,000 10s. reserve shares by the
Pioneer Gold Prospecting Syndicate,
which has secured the option over the
Comedy King mine at Sandstone, was
heavily over-subscribed in two hours
yesterday morning. It is evident that the
developments at Sandstone on the Empire
and other leases have revived interest
amongst Perth investors in gold-mining
at that centre. Aceording to the ‘Mt
Mbugnet Miner’’ reports from Sandstone
are very cheering. ‘‘Quite a lot of
leages’’ it says, "*have been pegged, in
fact somewhere about 300 acres have
been taken up. Good values have been
found on some of the blocks and further
developments are awaited with interest.
Again the reports from the Oroya East
mine are good, where development work
is proceeding, and ahout 100 tons of ore
has been raised ready for the battery,
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which is to go well. The population of
the town is increasing every week, cach
train bringing fresh faces, coming no
doubt to try their lueck.’’
On the 22ad AMarch the following report
appeared in the ‘‘West Australian’'—

Empire Guld Syandicate—Progress re-
port for week ended 17th March.—Grand
Slam lease: No. 2 shaft, face of west
drive, 50ft. level, 5ft. section assays, 207.
10dwt. Breaking ore in stope over width
of 12ft,, no walls showing; average assay
value 3oz. per ton. New discovery on
surface, 400ft. south of No. 2 shaft.
Arranging to develop this from old pros-
pecting shaft in this vicinity, At a depth
of 80ft. in this shaft lode of quartz and
jronstone is exposed prospecting 13dwi.
over width of 4ft. Bounty lease: East
drive, 55ft. level; driven 5ft. for weck.
Value 1%0z. for full width of drive.
Battery pumping station bas been re-
paired; expect treatment of our ore to
begin end of March,
The Sandstone district looked like having
a big revival. I have here a report show-
ing all the leases that were taken up.

Mr. Harrison: Is that written by a Press
representative who visited the field?

Hon. M. . TROY: It came from the
field, either from the seeretary or the man-
ager of the property concerned. The Yioneer
Gold Mining Syndicate got going about the
2T7th March. The following report appeared
in the ‘‘West Australian’’—

Pioneer (Gold Syndicate. Comedy EKing
option. Mr, H. V., TRowe has been
appointed manager of the Comedy King
mine at Sandstone, and sinking hag been
started on the new reef. In a telegram
to the Pioncer Gold Prospecting Syndi-
cate, which holds an option on the
property, Mr. Rowe yesterday reported as
follows:—‘‘Recent developments Comedy
King: 300ft. east of main shaft new reef
strikes 15 degrees west of nporth and
underlies to the west. It consists of
sandstone formation. Sampled for a
length of 50ft., the average width is 2ft.;
the average valee is 20z, The new reef
has not been touched in the old workings.
The prospectors have crnshed since .June,
1922, 175 tons for 7870z, from shoots of
stone 100ft. and 40ft. long respectively,
at depth of from 160ft. to 200ft. At
200£t. a level has been driven 180ft, sonth
and 15ft. north. Start sinking on new
reef to-day.’’

The Comedy King mine has been working
for about 18 wyears. It was first held by
the Black Range Company, or Mr. Robinson,
a speenlator from Victoria, and was latterly
worked by prospectors, who were not hum-
hugged by the reparts. The prospectors knew
that the reef did net exist. We find this
statement, ‘‘The new reef has not heen
touched in the old workings.’”” On the 29th
March the following report appeared con-
cerning the Empire Gold Mining Syndi-
cate—
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Empire Gold Synaicate.
pert for week ended 24th March:
Prendergast’s lease—No. 2 open cunt:
Breaking ore over a width of 10ft.;
average value 20dwt. per ton. Bounty
lease—No, 1 shaft 55ft. level: Driven
4ft.; total 9ft. Average value 13dwts.
per ton. Stoping on western side of
shaft; average value over width of 3ft.
is loz. 8dwts per ton. Grand Slam lease:
No, | shaft sunk 7ft., total of 25ft., in
felspathic granite, carrying traces of
gold. No, 2 shaft 50ft. level: average
assay of ore from driving and stoping
during week, oxclusive of rieh veins in
stope, loz. 13dwts. per ton.

Other people were coming in, attracted by
thesa wonderful reports.  Mr. Mathers, who
represents the Mararow, dealt with several op-
tions, and reported—

The following options have been sccured
on behalf of the compauy at Sandstone in
the immediate vicinity of the Empire leases:
Slam group, consisting of West Slam, 24
acres; West Slam  Extended, 24 naeres;
Littic Slam West, 14 acres; Kohinoor
group, cousisting of Kohincor, 12 acres;
West Kohianor, 12 aeres; South Kohincor,
24 acres; North Kohinoor (acreage not yet
supplied) ; Syduey, 12 aeres; Blairs Hill
group, 12 ncres, known as Iron Monareh;

. Bulloak area, 18 aeres; Bulloak Norti
(nren not yet supplicd). Also pegged on
behalf of the company the following
claims, viz.: Eighteen neres, know as Iron
Duke, adjoining the above-mentioned Slam
group; Bulloak East, 12 aercs, adjoining
and proteeting Bulleak on the E. Pegged
further leases Blam group {acreage not yet
supplied), and secured three acres, described
by My, Mathers as a wmost important posi-
tion hetween Monarech and Iron Duke.
Arrangement are now heing made under
Mr. Mather's personal supervision to vigor-
ously prospect the ahove claims, some of
which are known to be gold-bearing.

On the 6th April a further report was issued

under the following headings: ‘‘Sandstone

Goldfield. Empire Crushing Started. Comedy

King Valnes. New Find, near Hack’s,”” The

report read—

The Empire Syndicate at Hancock’s,
near Sandstone, started crushing yesterday.
Two thousand tous will he treated, and the
yield is expected to average about 1% oz.
In his report for the week ended March 31
the manager writes: Prendergast’s Lease,
No. 2 Open cut: Breaking ore over a
width of 8 ft.; value 20 dwt. RBounty
Lease, No. 1 shaft: East drive driven 3 ft.,
total 12 ft. Ore in face broken by slide;
value of face 6 dwt, Now ecrosseutting
south. Stoping on west side of shaft; ore
3£t. Gin. wide, value 1% ¢z, . , . . When ac-
cumulated ore is hauled, will start driving
and stoping east in ore showing in these
faces. DPionerr Gold Prospecting Syndicate
reports for week ended March 31: Comedy
King Lease: Stripping new reef over a

Progress re-
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length of 10 ft., preparatory to shaft sink-
ing. The average width is 2ft. Gin.; the
average value is 214 ozs. A new Dblue
quartz reef has been opencd up for a
length of 30 ft. in a lcase near Havk's.
The stone is stated to be 3 £ wide, and
dish prospeets are reported to go up to
3 oz. per ton.
Al this advertisement assists the Empire
Sywdivate.  These people arve always making
referenves to new values discovered.  All this
was obviously for the purpose of influencing
the vailue of the company’s shares on the mar-
ket. About this time, after starting erushing,
the market beeame weak and values began to
£anl.
Mr. Chesson:
it too.

Hon. M. F. TROY: Yes. XNewcomers to
the district who had taken options, discovered
in a very shert time that there was little
value in the properties. They investigated
and found that the values were not as stated.
A pentleman who was a sharcholder {old me
that he had inspected the Empire Syndicate’s
lodes for himseclf and immediately he saw
them he decided to sell his shares. The boom
was bursting and we ean quite understand
why the shares fell. A further report was
issued, dated 14th April, as follows:—

Empire Syndicate. The following tele-
gram, dated April 12, has been received
from the manager of the Empire Syndi-
eate: Trausport to date, 162 tons. Trans-
port suspended yesterday, owing to rain;
resumed to-day. Open cuts look well.

Then there was a report on 19th April as
follows:—

Empire Prospeeting Syndicate. Progress
report for week ended April 14: Total
transport to mill, 238 tons. Bounty Lease:
No. 1 shaft, 35ft. level; driven 10 ft. at
G ft.; cut ironstone vein 6 in. wide, esti-
mated value 10 oz. per ton.

The shares were falling. Something was
needed to give them a filip. Here it is!
10 ozs.! But the market did not respond.
Faith was disappearing and suspicion taking
its place, On the 26th April the following
appeared :—

Empire Syndicate. Manager’s telegram,
dated April 24: Transport to date, 500

There was good reason for

tons. Will make partial clean-up on 28th
of 600 tons. Cyanide plant starts on 26th
inst. Bounty shaft, 55ft. level: Winzing

on ore value 2 oz. per ton over a width of
2 fi.
This is
deluge!—
Empire <rushing. The seeretary of the
Empire Gol1l Prospecting Syndicate N.L.
advises that a partial clean up of 546 fons
of ore erushed at the Sandstone State bat-
tery gave a return by amalgamation of
86 oz,
Mr. Underwood: Was that per ton?
Hon. M. F. TROY: Judging from their
curlier reports, it ought to have been. But

the final report—afier that the
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Just imagine, 36 ozs. fom 546 tons! This from
properties which for six months had been re-
perted as having ore going from 1 ez. to 10
ozs. per ton! The values were consistent;
not assay values altogether, for they could
oceasionally see the zold in the face! One
would have imagined, having seen all this
gzold, that the Empire Syndicate would have
seeured a much better result.

The Minister for Mines: They evidently
picked the gold zamples oul for assay pur-
poses. .

Hon, M, ', TROY:
the end ¢f it—

The Empire Crushing. Directors® State-
ment. The directors of the Empire Syn-
dicate have issued the following statement
in respect *te the disappointing return ob-
tained from a parcel of 546 tens recently
treated at the Sandstone public battery.
The averagc of samples taken weekly from
the different faces in the syndieate’s leases
and formarded te Perth by the manager,
and assayed in Perth by a public assayer,
were as follows: Grand Slam lease, 4 oz,
10 diwt., 25 samples; the Bid lease, 1 oz.
7 dwt., 13 samples; the Bounty lease, 1 oz
2 dwt, 16 samples; Prendergast’s Jease,
3 oz, 19 zamples. As both manager and
sampler were experienced men, there was
no reason for doubting the authenticity of
these assays, and the estimated value of
the crushing was based on an average ar-
rived at by cuotting down the high samples
over 50 per cent. Mr. H. V. Rowe, with a
new staff, has now taken over the proper-
ties mentioned, from the previous manage-
ment.

According to the directors these samples were
sent down te Perth weekly. Someonc must
have sent them and someone miust have heen
responsible for the whole business. In the in-
terests of the State and of the mining in-
dustry, we should find out who was respon-
sible. I do not suggest it was Mr. Doolette. L
never made that suggestion. I was sarprized
at the attack he made upon me in the Press,
beeause, although his name was mentioned, it
wis not meationed by me in my Speech. 1
said someone must have been responsible for
the whole ramp, and the sooner the discovery
wag made a3 to who was responsible, the bet-
ter it would be. T still say the sooner that
is done, the better. There are plenty of honest
investors who have put their money into
mines in this State, and persons of that type
are diseouraged by these affairs. I was told
by a mining man at Yalgoo that when infor-
mation was leaking out that these leases were
of little value, he was advised by a person
wha knew, to ““buy in for your life. It is a
good thing.”” T have also been told that
people in my clectorate were advised in that
direction too.

The Minister for Mines: There was a time
when it was a good thirg to buy ia.

Hon. M. F. TROY: That is se.

Mr. Underwood: There was another time
when it was good to sell out.

Evidently. Here is
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Hon. M. F. TROY: Of course, that is true,
also,

The Minister for Mines: Tt is all a ques-
tion of knowing when to get in and when to
get out.

Hon. M. F. TROY: On the 11th May, or
seven days later, the high values in the
Comedy King disappeared, and a report was
issued that the syndicate had abandoned the
option!

Mr. Underwood: T suppose the prospectors
had done their bobs in.

Hon. M. F. TROY: It stated—

Pioncer Prospecting Syndicate. Option
abandoned. Manager’s report for weck
enged May 3, Comedy King option; New
reef No, 1 shaft to 34ft, value 5dwt. over
a width of 2ft. Gin. Main reef 100ft. level,
No. 1 winze to Tft. in country. Office
note: The board has decided to abandon
the option, A mecting of shareholders will
be Leld shortly, the date of whieh will be
advertised.

That iz the end of the story!

The Minister for Mines: That was the
little slam that followed the grand slam.

Hon. M. F. TROY: You are right. It was.
In connection with the Pioncer Mine, which
was fleated in Perth in two hours, a pros-
Dpeetus, headed ‘fPreliminary notice for pri-
vate cireulation only,”” was issued, which con-
tained some remarkable assertions. Tt read:

Pioneer Gold Prospecting Syndieats,
Ltd. Capital, £2,400 in 8,000 shares of 1s.
cach, and 4,000 shares of 10s. each, Diree-
tors: F. B. Trude, Claremont; D. 1. Doo-
lette, National Mutual PBuildings, Perth.
Secretary and offices, W. Montgomery,
F.ALS, 17 XNational Mutual Buildings,
Perth. This syndicate was formed in Jan-
wvary, 1923, for the purpose of cxamining
and testing gold mining properties with a
view to their further development and pur-
chase. The original members of the Syndi-
cate were Messrs. F, B, Trude and 1. L.
Doolette, who subseribed for 8,000 shares
of 1s. each, and a portion of this money has
been expended in examining and testing
propertics at Bulla-Bulling and elgewhere,
which did not develop sufficiently well to
warrant flotation, The svndicate has now
secured the option to purchase within three
months for the sum of £3,000 the Comedy
King mine at Sandstone, and is issaing the
balance of its eapital, 4,000 sharez at 10s.
cach, 1d. application, 1d. allotment, and 4s.
16d., first call payable with application and
allotment money; balanee in fourteen days
in one eall of 5s. per share. The Comedy
King lease is situated at Hancock’s, near
Sandstone, and has been a consistent pro-
ducer, its record tn 1922 heing 2,357 tons
fer a yield of 4,734 fine ozs. During the
last week an important disecovery of high-
grade ore has bheen made on it, on a new
sandstone reef, parallel to the quartz reet
previpusly worked. The values are stated
to be from 1 to 6 ozs. per ton in z surfaee
trench 25ft. long by 4ft. wide. 'This Sand-
stone reef is of the same type as the one
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worked hy the Black Range Company

(Hacks), to a depth of 900£t.

Mr. Doolette in his attack upen me in the
Press, to which attack T did not reply, for
obvigus reasons, refers to the lenefits eon-
ferred on the prospectors regarding the money
he put into their hands and zlso into the
district. He also mentioned that he was re-
sponsible for Adelaide investors becoming
interested in the distriet. Tn his letter he
says—

A great deal of interast was taken in it
there, and Adelaide speculators took steps
immediately to have the leases examined
by their own representatives, among whom
were Messrs, Mathers and Bestwick, well
known mining engineers. If the Empire
Syndicate were conducting a ““ramp’’ how
was it that these men sent favourable re-
ports fo their principals, as a result of
which I had offers (which I declined) from
an Adclaide broker of £5 a share for the
call of shares at £357 How was it that
Mr. Mathers took up numerous leases ad-
joining ours, and paid in deposits to Mr.
Troy's “‘ruined'’ prospectors a total of
£800%

Mr. Mathers did pay something as deposits,
Regarding Mr, Mathers’ connection with the
affair, I think it was he who discovered in a
very short time that the values were not there,
Mr. Doolette mentioned the name of Mr. Best-
wick, but Mr. Bestwick, writing in the ‘‘Kal-
goorlie Miner,”” repudiates Mr. Doolette's
statements. Mr, Bestwick said-—

On my arrival in Kalgoorlie last week,
my attention was drawvn to a letter in
the ‘‘Kalgoorlie Miner’’ of Aungust 13,
signed by D. L. Dooclette, and in which
my mname appeared. I do not know what
remarks Mr. Troy had made relating to
mining, but I regent the inference in Mr.
Doolette’s letter that an Adelaide broker
had offered him £5 per share on the eall
of shares at £35 through my faveurable re-
port on the Empire group of leases. If
Mr. Doolette received sueh an offer, it was
not through any report of mine. T have
never been guilty of sending information to
broker, director or friend in Adelaide. My
reports have always been sent direet to the
seeretary of the company for which T have
been inspecting. I have not any of my re-
reports with me concerning that field,
but they have all heen made pub-
liec on the Stock Exchange in Adel-
aide and also in the DPress there.
So far as I am aware the only lease I
would have prospecied was the Red Skin
lease. T would do this only as a prospect-
ing venture to prove if the ironstone beds
running ecast and west carried payable
values outside the influence of the con-
tacts with the north and south quartz and
sandstone formations, and this only if Mr.
Troolette reduced the deposit by half, This
he would not do and, on my arrival in
Adelaide, after discussing the whole pro-
position with the directors of the company
to which this lease had been submitted, 1
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advised them not to proveed further as I

wis not impressed with the field generally.
That is a rejly to Mr, Doolette’s statement.
T am not prepared to enter into an argumeni
with Mr. Doolette. An inguiry is essential,
and 1T am prepared to leave the matter to an
inquiry. The Prendergast brothers are two
of the most honourable men in the State.

Mr. J. Thomson: Two of the oldest pros-
pectors.

Mr. Teesdale: How do you account for
them having anything to offer Doolette?

Hon. M. F. TROY: They were getting 24
dwis,

Mr. Teesdale: Faney a nine months’ op-
tion!

Hon. M. F. TROY: They put their ease
to me. ‘They had a prospeeting lease, and
in order to give an option to Doolette, they
had to pay £10 lease rent. They c¢laim that
the Empire Syndicate put in a lot of useless
stuff for crushing. If they had been work-
ing the lease, they would have picked only
the best stone and would have seeured retirns
that would have paid them. The syndicate,
however, threw it all in, good and bad to-
gether. These men claim that for all thesc
months they got mothing, and have lost what
they ought to have got. Under the conditions
of their option, all the costs of milling and
treating were to be dedueted. They made
application to the company to ascertain how
they stood, and they reeceived the following
reply from the syndicate, dated 1st August,
1923:—

E. Prendergast, Esq., Sandstone. Dear
Sir, I have to acknowledge receipt of your
letter of the 2Sth ultimo, contents of which
are noted. As requested, I enclose heré:
with statement showing tonnage treated,
bullion won, and expenses incurred at hat-
tery from which you will see that the esti-
mated loss iz £224 17s. 6d. With refer-
ence to yvour requesat rfor the sum of £10
which you c¢laim on aecount of lease rents,
T do not consider my syndicate is respon-
sible for this, and therefore eannot do any-
thing in the matter.

They claim that, having taken up the lease
as a prospecting lease, they should he aliowed
the £10 lease rent, but thex were not even
allowed that. The Empire Syndicate for-
warded the following statement of tonmage
treated, bullion won, and cxpenses incurred at
the battery and cyanide plant:—

Battery: 879 tons treated yielding 143
oz. 0dwt., valued at £514 16s. 1d.; cryanide
plant: 640 tons treated yiclding 230 oz.
10dwt. wvalued ab £673 10s, a total of
£1,196 6s. 1d. Expenses: wages £339 19s.
8d.; Mines Department, stores £121 2s, 1d.;
Mines Department battery charges £461 9s.
6d.; R. H. Allen, cartage £249 3s. Gd.;
F. Hug, horse feed, cte., £1 73. 3d.; Fauld-
ing & Co., chemieals, £3 7s, 10d.; Mines De-
partment, rent of evanide plant, £219 13s.
Total expenses, £1,415 33, 7d.; estimated
loss, £224 17s. 64.

Mr. Doolette stated in his Jetter that these
men had been very liberally treated, and that

they had got a good deal out of the business.
Their letter to me, however, shows that they
got nrthing exeept the paltry 1s. and they
init to pay out £10 for the leasc. They have
been waiting when they might bave been
working their own lease, Mr, Doolette said
these men had got ewployment. They did
not want employment; they do not work for
wages, They informed me it was arranged
they should attend at the battery and watch
the stone being erushed. Mr, Doolette waated
Tom DPrendergost and Moses McElhinney to
Jook after the crushing at the battery, but
on the follewing Safurday the manager re-
veived a wire saying that the board of direc-
tors objected to their looking after the
crushing, and imported two men of their own
for this purpose. 1 do not know why they
were put off. They are very honest men.
Mr, Doolette claimed to be a henefactor to
these men; they claim the contrary. Fur-
thermore, Mr, Doolette contended that the
business people of Sandstone had prospered.
This is what happenxl: a lot of new people
came into the distriet. The business people
were impressed; they thought there might be
something in the business and immediately
ordered more moods. They stood to the new-
comters, and in many instances were left
lamenting, They were worse off after the
Foom thun they were before it. They had
suved a few pounds before the boem and
their money they invested in goods to mect
the increased demand, but swine of them were
left lamenting. Mr. Doolette charges me
with being extremely bitter. § am not at
all bitter. I have lost nothing over the bus-
iness. [ was full of suspivion from the be-
ginning.  Miners who had worked on these
leases told nie the venture would be a fidseo.
I did unet know as much as the syndieate
oveht to have known and I was not impressed
at all. I think Mr, Doolette has no reason
to he bhitter. T£ the venture was a great mis-
take, the soomer that fact is made public
anr his charaeter is cleared, the hetter. That
is the way to look wpon it. I do not sug-
gost that he made a shilling out of it; on
the contrary, T have heard that he was taken
down badly, but I have heard also that other

men were taken down. T am ioll that
almost every responsible man was  taken
down. Tt is "mnot as if this hml been

a speculation extending over only a few wecks
or a month. Tt extended over six months.
Continuous reports of high values were issued
and someone must have issued them. We
want to know who it was. I hope the House
will order the appointment of a Royal Com-
mission. There is a precedent for it. In
New South Wales a Royal Commission was
authoerised by Parliament to inquire into the
wheat seandals a few years ago. The Com-
mission examined the hank books, papers,
ete., of those concerned, and the charge was
sheeted home, Some of these concerned ad-
mitted having had theousands of pounds
banked to their credit, but they could not tell
whenee it was derived. Some said they had
won it at the races. There was an inquiry
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in Victoria into the Badak tin seandal. The
results from that inguiry were good. When

we realise what Western Australia owes to
legitimate mining and recognise the char-
acter of mining operations during the last
few ycars, we must admit the need for an
inquiry. The members of the Empire Syn-
dicate should welcome an inquiry. 1 cannot
understand why Mr. Doolette should oppose
it. He should weclecome it. People are con-
demning him; they say he is responsible,
T do not say he is responstble; T do not even
suggest it, but # would be best for his re-
putation if we had an inquiry. Then we
could sheet home to the guilty parties what
is due to them. TF there was dishonesty in
this business—and appavently there was—
we should have an inquiry. I hope the House
will give authority for it. I hope also that
the debate on this motioh will not be ad-
journed,

The Minister for Mines: T would like time
to look info and verify your statements.

Hon, M, F. TROY: The only statements
I have made are statemonts that have ap-
peared in the Press. Tf an adjournment is
desired, T hope that further comsideration
of the motion will not be delayed indefinitely.
In the interests ot the mining industry of the
State, of which the Minister is the adminis-
trator, this matter should be cleared np. T pre-
sent the motion in the full expectation that
this House will graut the inquiry asked for.

On motion by the Minister for Mines, de-
bate adjourned.

MOTION—SANDALWOOD GETTING.
To disallow Regulations.

Mr. CUNNINGHAM (Kalgoorlie [6.1]: T
move—

That the regulations prohibiting the
cutling, pulling, or removal of sandal-
wood from Crown lends within a certain
portion of the State, madec under the
Forests Aet, 1918, and dated the 9k
March, 1983, which were published in the
“Qovernment  Gozelle’® of the 160
March, 1923, and laid upon the Table of
the House on the 3ist July, 1923, be dis-
allowed.

If the regulations in question are allowed
te stand, a number of men who to-day, T
am given to understand, are engaged in
pulling sandalwoed for export purposes in
the North will find themselves out of em-
ployment. I know that provision is made
under the regulations for pulling sandal-
wood far oil distillation within the State.
The diffieulty, however, is that in the por-
tion of the State to which the regulations
mentioned in my motion apply, the pulling
of sandalwood is a seasonal occupation, and
i not carried on the whole ycar round.
Numbers of workers in that portion of the
State follow seasonal occupations. In the
off scason for station work they put in their
time pulling sandalwoeod. The same thing
applies to prospectors there. In the past
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they have been engaged in pulling sandal-
wood and doing business with the sandal-
wood cxporters, In the event of these
regulations standing, such men will be pre-
¢luded from pursuing an oceupation in
which they have engaged for some years
past. The puiling of sandalwood for tbe
purpose of oil distillation has been going on
for a considerable time, and 49t is bhard to
know why regulations on the subject shounld
be considered necessary at this stage. Fur-
ther, there is a considerable difference in
the royalty charged on sandalwood pulled
for oil distillation as against the royalty
on sandalwood pulled for export in that
portion of the State. No doubt the Min-
ister will give us infermation that will
place mns ‘n a better position to judge
whether the regulations should be permitted
to stand or not. I shall refrain from deal-
ing with the guestion at length, but T do
desire to learn why the regulations have
been made, how the Minister proposes they
shall operate, and how he proposes to get
over the difliculty as regards men whoe in
the past have been cngaged in that part of
the State in pulling sandalwood for the
purpose of export,

The MINISTER FOR MINES (Won, T,
Seaddan—Albany) [6.5]: T was unable at
first to gather the reason for this metion.
However, I now appreeiate that the mover
desires that a few persons who, in and out,
have pulled a little sandalwood in the
northern portion of the Stute shall he per-
mitted to eonfinue to do so. I shall explain
what led to the framing of the regulations
referred to in the motion, and I hope the
mover will then agree that what the Gov-
croment have done is in the best interests
of the State. A fair percentage of the
sandalwood exported from Western Aus-
tralia is vnsed for the purpose of extraetion
of oil. The hon. member probably knows
that, and he will also e aware that a cer-
tain standard of quality is set up which
sandalwood oil must reach hefore it can be
marketed in the British Empire and ip
other parts of the world. Ti is not aceept-
able as a commercial oil unless it complies
with this standard. The sandalwood grown
to the north, or nearly to the north of the
26th paralle]l of south latitude, about 80 or
100 miles north of Peak Hill, is of a differ-
ent species from the sandalwood to the

south. Of course, I do not mean immedi-
afely north and immediately south, but
thereabouts,

Mr., Marshall: I think the 26th parallel
goes this side of Peak Hill

The MINTSTER FOR MINES: The
sandalwood I refer to certainly grows north
of our railway system. It is of a different
type, and yields a different class of oil
from that which ‘s extracted from southern
sandalwood. Indeed, the oil from southern
gandalwoad ¢an only be brought up to
standard by being mixed with oil distilled
from the unorthern sandalwood. There is not
a great quantity of sandalwood in the
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north, nor in respect of burning ‘in joss
houses or being manufactured into Chinese
ornaments is the northern sandalwood us
satisfactory as that of the south; and there-
fore it should be used only for distillation
purposes. As very few, if any, getters are
occupied ‘in taking sandalweod for export
from the north, it was conceived to be in the
best interests of the State that we should
carry on the distillation here and export the
oil, rather than allow the sandalwood to be
exported and thus lose the opportunity of
distilling loeaMy from the wood an oil that
can be put on the world’s markets. The dis-
tillation of sandalwood has become a fairly
large business in Western Australia, One
firm, who are in a pretty extensive way, have
advised the Gevernment that they are ex-
tending their operations because of the mar-
ket they are securing by reason of the better
standard of oil resulting from distillation of
northern sandalwood. The Government con-
sider it desirable rather to encourage the de-
velopment of distillation, whieh is an indus-
try worth having, than to allow the northern
sandaiwood lo be exported as raw material,
with the resuilt that the oil would be extracted
elsewhere for sale in the markets of the
world. That, really, is ‘all that is in the
regulations. As a fact, there has been very
little in the way of sandalwood taken in the
north so far. TInquiries at the Forests De-
partment would have shown the hon. mem-
ber that.

Mr. Cunningham:
the quantity?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The Con-
servator of Forests tells me that the quantity
of sandalwood coming down from the north
kas probably not been in excess of that which
will be requiral for distillation purposes here.
If we allow the northern sandaiweod to be
cxported, we shall prohably hefore long find
ourselves stranded for wood that is required
in order to get the oil from southern sandal-
wood up to standard. I am not in a position
at the moment to speak as to the quantity
of oil distilled ir Western Australia, but it
is o fair quantitr, and it is growing: I know,
too, that the price is satisfactory to the loeal
distillers.

Mr. Chesson: Who are the distilling firms?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: JMessrs.
Plaimar and Messrs. Braddock.

Mr. Teesdale: The price paid for the
northern sandalwood is £14 per ton,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes, If
we can develop the distillation of sandalwood
in the State, we shall be helping the cutters
materially, €or the reason that the distillers
will take the roots and other portions of the
tree which for export purposes are discarded.
If we can get anything up to £14 per ton for
sandalwood roots and other porticns of the
tree hitherto discarded, we sbail be rendering
the cutters very material assistance. Under
the permit it i3 proposed that a percentage
of the wood pulled shall be in the form of
roots available for the purpose of distillation.

Have youw any idea of
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Morecover, the sandalwood getter pulling
mnder such conditions will net be required to
cleanse the roots, as he is required to do in
the case of wood for cxport purposes. From
an cil distillation point of view, the hest of
the tree is contained in the roots and in that
portion whieh the ordinary sandalwood getter
leaves in the ground. I submit that in the
eircumstances it is desirable to maintain the
regulations. The probabilities are that we
shall shortly be taking from the mnorth a
greater quantity of sandalwood for distilla-
tion purposes than has ever previdusly heen
gol there. 'Mhus the northern sandalwood
getter will be in a better position than ever
hefore.

Mr. Cunningham: How arc the regulations
going to apply to those who are now engaged
in the pulling industry, and have for some
years been enpaged in it?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: A little
wkile ago we issued a permit to allow per-
sous 1o take sandalwoed in the north for dis-
tillation purposes, and the peoeple in question
actually exported the sandalwood without
permission,

Mr. Angelo: Becsvuse the holder of the
lease would not purchase the wood.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The pul-
lers obtained jermission to get sandalwood
for distillation purposes.

Mr., Angelo:  And then the
would not buy it,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: In that
case the proper course would have been for
the getters to come to the Government.

Mr. Angelo: T went to the Conservator of
FPorests about the matter.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: In any
case, the fact remaing that we aliowed that
wood to be exported rather than held up.
One of the reasons for the issue of the new
regrlations is that northern pullers shall, be-
fore taking sandalwood, holdl a proper order
for wood for distillation purpeses. In the
cirenmstances, the regulations ought to stand.
Let us give them a trial, anyhow, They have
been operating only a few months, If we
find that th2y are disadvantageous to the
sandalwood industry in the north, let us re-
peal them. T am afraid, however, that if we
disallow these regnlations now we shall be
d¢ing no good to the man in the north and a
great injury te the sandalwoed distillation
industry of the sonth. Therefore 1 bope the
motion will not be passed. If members from
the North will in future produce evidence that
these regulations are operating to the detri-
ment of the iudustry there, or that what L
have stated is not correct, by all means let
the matter be reviewed.

leascholder

Sitting suspended from 6.15 fo 7.30 p.m.

Mr., MARSHALL (Murchison) [7.30] :
The Minister was a little in error when he
snid that the 2Gth parallel was 80 miles this
side of Peak Hill. As a matter of fact it is
about 15 miles north of Meekatharra, and
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therefore it tokes in a large part of my elec-
terate, Neither by word nor vote would 1
be prepared to do anything to injure a sec-
ondary industry practically in its infaney.
Therefore T do not wish to do anything more
than ascertain through the Minister whether,
by virtue of this regulation, he is not re-
stricting the sale of sandalwood o an extent
that will rob the pullers of the advantage of
open competition from beyend the Common-
wealth, If the Minister restricts the guantity
of wood and makes it saleable to only bodies
within the Commonwealth there will be no
competition, and so those enjoying a monop-
oly will he able to dictate the price.

The Minister for Mines: Australian com-
petitors ought to have an advantage.

Mr. MARSHALIL: Australian competitors
have an advantage over the competitor be-
yund the Commonwecalth by virtue of the
Treights, in addition to which we have a
monopoly of the commodity,

The Minister for Mines: Anyhow, sandal-
wood from the North never brings the same
price as that farther south,

Mr, MARSTIALL: The sandalwood from
the North brings a higher price.

The Minister for Mines: Not in China.
‘However, it will under this new arrangement.

Mr. MARSHALL: Since I am asssured by
the Minister that there will be no prejudice
to the pullers in my electorate, I will not do
more than say I cannot support the motion.

Mr, TEESDALE (Rochourne) [7.34]: At
first sight the motion appears to be rather
unfair to a part of my eleetorate, but after
hearing the Minister explain the position 1
am satisfied that the new arrangement repre-
sents a big advantage.

Mr, Marshall: The Minister has a happy
knack of satisfying you chaps over therc.

Mr. TEESDALE: Not a very great quan-
tity of wood comes down from my part of
the coast, and at present I know there is a
merchant prepared to take a reasonable
quantity of it at £14 per ton.

The Minister for Minds: That is higher
than they have ever got for wood from the
North-West.

Mr, Marshall: Ts that fob.?

Mr. TEESDALF: That is on the jetty.
It is a splendid price. I feel sure the mover
of the motion has had a lot of light thrown
on the question, and will now bhe convinced
that no harm has been done to the pullers,
If I thought otherwise 1 would support the
motion, but I regard the Minister’s explana-
tion as perfeetly satisfactory. T hope mem-
bers will realise that no injustice has been

donc to the pullers in my electorate. T will
vote against the motion.
Mr. ANGELO (Gascoyne) [7.36]: Tt was

my intention to support rhe motion, but the
Minister has given us a definite assurance that
if the members for the North-West find the
regulation is acting prejudicially to the in-
terests of the pullers, he will have the position
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reviewed. However, during the last two or
three ycars some hardship has been oecasioned -
to the pullers in my electorate throngh the
monopoly having been granted to one distiller
in the South, The hardship was caused by
the Government failing to notify the pullers
hefore they gave the monopoly. There are
not many pullers in my electorate, but cer-
tain men who make a living at fencing,
and odd jobs when such work is offering,
angment their incomes between whiles by
sandalwood cutting. When first they learned
that a permit had been granted to one person
for the punlling of sandalwood in the Gaseoyne
district, the pullers wired me to aseertain
what this monopely meant. On going to the
Forests Department I was told that Mr.
Braddock had been given a permit to take
the whole of the sandalwood in the Gaseoyne
district. It was suggested te me by the
departmental officers that T inferview Mr,
Braddeck. I did so, and he assured me he
would be prepared to take almost as much
wood as the entters could obtain. Tn fact, he
didl take a little, less than 20 toms, but un-

fortunately, be then ceased to buy. That oe-
curred on two oceasions, I understand it was
owing to the heavy exchange between

Londen and-here operating at that time,
Two or three of those cutters were left
with a quantity of wood which they could neot
sell for local distillation, and were not al-
lowed to sell for export. That unfortunate
position contineed for 12 or 15 months. Some
of the wood had bheen put into the tramway
vards, and storage was still being charged
when those people eventnally sold their wood
for export purposes. However, the Gowvern-
ment, recognising that the eutters had been
hadly treated, refunded the storage charge.
I hope the Government, in granting a monop-
oly such as this, will see to it that the cutters
ara proteeted.

The Minister For Mines: Tt is not a monop-
oly. .
}i\lr. ANGELO: But it was at that time.
Mr, Braddock had the sole right to cut in
the CGascoyne distriet.

The Minister for Mines: Only over a given

arca. .
Mr. ANGELQO: 1T shounld like the Govern-
ment, when granting a monopoly, to sece to it
that the cutter is able to dispose of his wood.
1t thc distiller eannot buy, the cutter shounld
have the right to sell for export. There was
no complaint against Mr. Braddock on the
score of the price, for he paid £12 in the
jetty yard.

Mr. Teesdale:
to export?

Mr. ANGELO: No, but apgainst my advice
they did export. They had to get rid of the
wood, Dbeeause its value was heing eaten up
in the storage charges.

Mr. Heror:: 1 am glad you advised them
not to break the law.

Mr. ANGELO: I am pleased that wo ae-
tion was taken, because the Government were
wrong in the first plaee in not proteeting the
cutters. However, with the assurance of the

Your cutters got permission



[12 SepTEMBER, 1923.]

Minister, T hope the motion will be with-
drawn.

Mr. CUNNINGHAM (Kalgoorlie—in re-
pl¥) |7.40): After hearing the explanation
of the Minister, and having his assurance
by way of interjection to the member for
sascoyne that ne monopoly is to be granted,
I desire to wirhdraw the motion.

Motion by leave withdrawn,
Resolved: That motions he continued.

MOTION—GOSNELLS ESTATE.
To inguire by Royal Commission.
Mr. MANXN (Perth) [7.42]: T move—

That in the opinion of this Housc a
Rayal Commission consisting of a Judg-~
of the Supreme Court should be appointed
to investigale the affairs of the Gosne'ls
Estate Company before and after the
appmntment of a receiver, and more par-
ticularly the transactions counected with
the sale of the company’s lands and the
failure to provide a title on completion of
the 1ermsg of contract by the purchascr.

A similar motioen was moved in the House
on the 22nd May, 1918, by the then member
for Swan (AMr. Nairn). If the Commission
had been appointed at that time, a great
deal of worry and probably a large amount
of monecy, would have been saved to many
people. The case I am moving in i3 well
known to all members, almost to everybody
in Western Australia. It has been taken
through every court in the State in an en-
deavour to clear up the position. Many
people, after  purchinsing land  on which
they intended to build homes, now find
they have no elaim on that land, that
they are unable fo obtain a title. The
courts, for varions reasons, seem helpless.
As I procecd with the information I have
to lay before the House, it will be seen how
one incident has followed upon another and
prevented those unfortunate people from
obtatning their rights. The history of the
ecase is that in 1903 a company consisting
of Thomas Albert James, Henry Lissiman,
George Edward Wheatley and Albert James
Hicks, was formed for the purpose of pu?-
chasing a large area of land at Gosnells.
The land was purchased for £14,000. The
company then procceded to cut up the Jand
into building allotments and allotments
large encugh for orchards and market
gardens. After the company had been
formed for some time, Mr. Charlea Andrews
was engaged as secretary. Later he became
managér and accountant, and to-day the
position is that he is the company. The
company went on with its business of dis-
posing of these blocks of land and in 1909
there was formed a society under the Co-
operative and Property Societies Act called
the Mutual Ballot and Distribution of Gos-
nells Land, No. 1. This company was
registcred amd it carried on operations
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under the ballot system. There were a
number of shareholders and they bad the
privilege of balloting occasionally for a
block of land of the value of £18. Each
shareholder pail in the sum of 1s, 64, per
week und when £18 was in hond 2 ballot
took place for a particular bleck., The
companv was trading with ab overdraft at
the Western Australiun Bank, and the bank
had a mortgage over the land under certain
conditions. It was stipulated by the bank
that they were to reccive in conneetion with
each hlock halloted for, the sum of £12
8=, 8d. The seeretary who is in charge of
the eompany received £3 128, as cemmis-
sion on ecach bleck disposed of. Things
went on very well under this system for
some time, really until 1912, Tn that year
the bank advanced to the company saffi-
cirnt money with which to pay off the
original vendors, and the manager of the
bank, Ay, Holmes, with the original
vendor’s attorney, gnve a title to the Gos-
nells  Estate Company. This company
which began its operations with four mem-
bers, started to change its persornel. One
dropped out and another died and just abonut
this time JMr. Andrews in some way or
other, from the secretary of the ecompany
beecame a partner in it. He took over the
interests of a Mrs, Williams whose husband
had died. At this time the only two sur-
viving moembers of the concern were Mr.
Hicks and Mr, Andrews, Shortly after-
wards Mr. Hicks ecalled a meeting of his
creditors, and immediately Mr. Andrews,
through his solicitors, obtained a writ from
the Supreme Court for the dissolution of
his partnership with Hicks. That applica-
tion was made on the 20th December, 1911,
and the next day it was granted, The
dissolution having been allowed, Andrews
heeame the sole proprietor of the Gosnells
Estate Company. On the 2%9th July in the
following year an application was made to
the Supreme Court by Andrews, again
through his solivitors, applying for the
liquidation of the company and for his
appointment as receiver. Mr. Justice Rooth
who heard the application in Chambers,
granted it and appointed Andrews reeceiver
with very extraordinary powers, He ordered
the transfer of the land in fee simple to
Andrews and gave him pewer to mortgage
uny part of the land as security for money
owing to the bank, and for such other funds
as Andrews might require. Judge Rooth
also allowed him a salary of £5 per week
and a commission of 10 per cent. on all col-
lections made by bim for the company. He
was the company and he was the receiver
for his own company. Two of the others
who had formed the company with him bad
died and the third had become insoivent.
Things went on merrily and Anpdrews dis-
posed of land. In doing so he should have
paid the money he received to the Western
Australian Bank, earmarking each block as
it was paid off, so that when sufficient
money had been paid the title would be
released. But Andrews failed {o pay the
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whole of the moneys into the bank. In
most instances he paid in the deposit and
opened an account for the person to whom
he was selling the.land. Very little other
money was paid in. This went on for a
long time. Later on Andrews formed
another society and called it the No. 2, This
wag composed of six persons, including him-
-gelf, The title he gave it was ““The Mntual
Ballot and Distribution of Land at Gosnells
No. 2 Estate, Ltd.,”’ although it was not &
Kmited compapy, and he arranged with the
bank to sell 335 blocks of that estate vary-
ing in size from three to 50 aeres at the
all-round price of £20 15s. per block, This
was to pay off the mortgage he had given
to the bank. As receiver and manager he
entered into an agreement with the bank
and went on gelling the land., He was
selling under three systems, TUnder the No.
2 society it was apparent on the face of it
that he intended to commit frand from the
beginning. It is apparent that those per-
gsons who purchased under the No. 2 society
had no hope of securing a title. So far as I
can aseertain some 30 blocks were sold or bal-
loted for and an amount of over £1,500 was
received by My, Andrews. Besides that sum

other amounts were received by him
but the bank did mot get the money,
and Mr. Andrews justified his posi-
tion Ly saying that he utilised the

money for the payment of his salary as
receiver and to meet administrative expenses.
He must have seen his position from the
beginning; still he went on reeeiving money
for the blocks of land and he failed to aecount
for that money at the bank, The result was
that after all the people had paid for their
land and proceeded to apply for their title,
they found that little or nothing had been
paid over to the bank, and the title conse-
quently was not obtainable.

Mr. A. Thomson: Why aid they not erim-
inally prosecute him?

Mr. MANN: T will tell the hon. member.
This is a letter that brought about an in-
quiry first by the Attorney General’s De-
partment, then the Crfiminal TInvestigation
Department and finaily elicited an opinien
by the Solicitor Gencral. The letter which
was sent by a Mr. Jones to the Attorrey
General read as follows:—

Ro OGosnels estate. Dear Sir. It was
stated recently in Parliament that matters
in conneetion with this estate were in the
hands of the Criminal Investigation De-
partment. I now give you definite infor-
mation regarding one or two cases which
¢an be verifiel by documents when neces-
sary. E. W. Mills has paid £30; no eredit
against his blocks at the bank. Mr, Dris-

coll paid over £20; no credit at the bhank.
Mrs. R. W. .Jones has paid £40;
only 31s. 3d. credited at the Dbank.

Mr. Basil Kelly—away on active service
—has paid £36; no record of any sort at
the bank. This man left a friend to deal
with his blocks to sell and hand the pro-
ceeds to his father, but of course nothing
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can he dene until matters are adjusted.
Many other cases can be cited if necessary,
but this should be sufticient evidence of
fraudulent practices.  Even allowing for
any authorised dedoetions in the way of
salary, ete., where has the balance of the
moncy gone?

Mr. Stubbs: Did they proseente him?
Mr, MANN: T will tell the hon. member
dircetly.  The letter goes on:—

The Suvpreme Court order allowed An-
drews salary and commission which shold
have been ample remuneration. T think
if you look into his debit returns you will
find he has also c¢harged additional items
for rent, ete.,, not covered by his authority.
As there are apparently ne funds to pay
his salary, cte., except out of money re-
ceived for the purchase of blocks, for which
buyers expect fuoll credit, is he still ai-
lowed te charge salary, ete.? If so, this
should be rectified, A demand should be
made to Andrews to pass over all moneys,
failing which T think the position will be
clear,  On behalf of the committee deal-
ing with this matter T must respectfully
ask you to take steps to enforee the law
withont delay unless Andrews immediately
rectifics matters, ns people eannot deal with
the property to which the are justly en-
titled.
That letter was sent {o the Atterney Gen-
eral, who, in turn, passed it on to the Com-
missioner of Pelice,

Mr, Marshall: Who was the Attorney Gen-
eral at that time?

Mv, MANN: Tt does not say, The lotter
was sent on by Mr. Hampton in 1918,

Mr. Marshall: Tt was Robinson then.

Mr. MANN: It was sent to the Poliec
Department for investigntion and inquirics
were conducted by Inspector Condon, a very
capable officer. This is his report:—

1 Leg to report having made iuquiries
inte this matter. I saw Mr. Jones, the
writer of the letter nnd ascertained from
him that he, on behalf of his wife, on
the 4th April, 1913, purchased from An-
drews six blocks of land in the Gosnells
estate for £45, paying £6 15s. down, the
balance at the rate of 12s. 9d. per month.
Andrews assured .Jones that he would re-
ceive a transfer of the land asa soon as
lie had it paid fer, Mrs. Jones paid up
to £40 Os, Gd. and then requested Andrews
to prepare her fransfer and she would pay
the balance £4 19s. Gd. Ife promised to
do so on several oecasions. Eventually he
said he wus unable to give the transfer
owing to some difficulty with the bank
which held a mortgage over the whole es-
tate. The case of F. W. Mills, Mr. Driscoll
and Mr., Basil Kelly are on all fours with
that of Mrs. Jones. When these people
purchased their blocks—the costate was
mortgaged to the Western Australian
Bank, but Andrews had an arrangement
with the bank whereby he had to advise
the manager of the sales cffected by him
giving the names of the purchasers and the
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price agreed to be paid, ete. As a pur-
chase was effected Andrews was to pay
the deposit to the bank when an account
would be opened in the books of the bank
in the name of the purchaser and fhe
amount of the deposits placed to his or her
eredit.  All moneys reeeived afterwards
from the purchaser had to be paid into the
bank bty Andrews, and when the final pay-
ment was made be notified the manager
who would then release the block or blocks
and Andrews conld issue the transfer. If
Andrews carried out this arrangement there
could not have heen any hother or trouble
with purchasers. e did not adhere to the
arrangement; he sold numerons blocks of
the estate, received deposits and monthly
payments and, just accounted to the bank
ug he thought fit, with the result that now
there are & number of purchasers who had
finished paying for their allotments and
cannot get a title—simply because Andrews
pocketed their money instead of paying it
inte the kank. OF course the bank is enly
too willing to rciease every block as snon
#s the price it was s0ld for is paid inm,
[ interviewed Mr. Herbert, manager of
the W.A, Bank, who explained the position
and allowed me to sec the books dealing
with the ecstate. T saw the account of
AMrg Jones with only £1 11s. 30, to eradit,
when there should have heen £40 0s. 6d.
[ saw the Solicitor General and the Crown
Solieitor and explained the position insofar
as Mrs. Jones was concerned, to them, and
both gentlemen assored me that Andrews
had not in the slightest degree left him-
self open to a eriminal prosecution and
that Mrs. Jones’s only remedy was by eivil
process for breach of contract. As Mrs.
-fones’s ease is typical of a great number
of others, including those mentioned in
Mrs. Jones’s letter, it is elear this Depart-
ment cannot be of any assistance to the
vietims. During my investigation of this
this matter | learnt from Mr. Jones that
a Mrs. Matilda Fuller had purchased 2
block of land in the Gosnells cstate on
the 30th August, 1913, for £13, and that
he only accounted for £10 to the Bank—
that is, he told the Manager of the Bank
that he sold the block for £10 and paid
that amount in. The manager released
this block and Andrews made ount the
transfer showing the price as £10 and pat
it through, and Mrs. Fuller pot her title.
Mrs, Fuller paid Andrews £1 14s. 6d. for
making out the transfer and lodging same
at Titles Office, but it was only quite re-
cently she became aware that the purchase
price was shown as being only £10. Mr.
Jones points out that Andrews com-
mitted a fraud on the Commissioner of
Titles. I saw the Aecting Registrar of
Titles, Mr. Glyde, and nequainted him of
this and he had the transfer looked up
and found the consideration shown in it
was only £10. The manager of the bank
examined the aceount of Mrs. Fuller and
he stated only £10 was received from An-
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drews for the bleck purchased by her.

Avdrews was appuinted Reeeiver and Man-

ager of the Gosnells Estate hy the Su-

preme Court in 1811, and as sueh he had
to render accounts from time to time to
the Taxing Master, Mrz. Sherard, showing
his dealings with the estates particularly
respeeting  regeipts  and  disbursements.

These accounts had to be accompanied by a

sworn affidavit as te their correctness, ete.

I saw the Taxing Master who produced

Andrews’ account supported by his swoern

affidavit, in which the sale to Mrs, Fuller

appearcd—and the amount showing oppos-
ite it is only £10. Tn this particular in-
stance, I think Andrews has left himsell
open to a charge of stealing £5, and alse
to a charge of perjury in respect of the
sworn  affidavit. 1 attach the receipts
given by Andrews in connection with this
transaction, viz.: (1) rcceipt for.£15 par-
chase price of Lot 275; (2) reccipt for
£1 14s. 6d., being Title Office fees for

Lot 273, Buth wmounts were paid to An-

drews hy Mr. William Charles Goodall, of

Hay Street, Perth, on behalf of Mrs, Fuller

to whom the receipts were given. Mr,

Goodall is available should it be deemed

advisable to institute a prosecution.
That went on to the Crown Solietior who
reported to this effect to Mr, Sayer:—

The position of Andrews, under the Order
appointing the Receiver and the authority
which he had to pay himself out of the
moneys colleeted and aceount for the bal-
ance, would seem to preelude any prosecu-
tion for stealing in this case; but there ap-
pears to be, no doubt, that he did reccive
£15 and that in his account he only put
down £10. Those aecounts were verified hy
affidavit, copy cf which is attached here-
with. It would seem that he has committed
perjury, but beforc any procecdings are
taken I should be glad if you would express
an opinion on the matter, I am inelined to
think that the express directions of the
Hon. the Attorney General should be ob-
fained in such a case as this.

AMr, Sayer replied that he would like to know
if any further evidence could be obtained.
The papers were sent back to the Police De-
partnment and further inquiry was made, but
no further evidence was obtainable. This wasg
repcrted back to the Under Seeretary for
Law and the papers were then filed.

Mr. Hughes: Did the Solicitor General give
any opinion as to whether Andrews was liable
or not? -

Hon. T. Walker: He said Andrews was
liable for perjury, but that he would like
further evidence.

Mr, MAXN: That is se., The Solicitor
General says—'‘I agree with Part 1, but if
there is nothing more I do not think a pro-
secution should be entered upon.’’ He asks
if further evidence could be obtained. The
inquiry ended with the minute of the Com-
missioner of Police to the Under Secretary
for Law on 20th June, 1918.
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Mr. Huoghes: The legal auvthorities were of
opinion that Aundrews was guilty of perjury
and could be prosecuted.

Mr. MANN: 1 am not going to argue
that point with thc hon. member. This is a
case charaeteristic of the whole transactions
in eonnection with the No. 2 society. An-
drews was appointed rcceiver by the Court,
and it was necessary for him to give aceount
to the court of his transactions. TIn March,
1917, he brought in his accounts as vecciver
-and manager, and swore in two affidavits that
the aecounts produced by him contained a
true statement of all and every sum of moncy
received by him or any other person or per-
sons on bechaf of the company. In March,
191., he rendersd an account to the eourt
that only accounted for £161 13s. 9d. as
being received for one year only, leaving
unaceounted for the sum of £422, The latter
amount was rcceived by him during the fol-

lowing five years, but he made no account.

of that.

Hon. T. Walker:
planation?

Mr, MANN: No. Apparently the judge
accepted his accounts, They were not queried.
There was no one to dispute them, and they
were accepted.  ITn respeet of the No. 2 ae-
count he accounted only for £2G9 155, where-
as e actually received at least £1,182 on the
sale of land, leaving unaccounted for £813.
No account has been rendered to the
court for the amounts of £422  re.
ceived on behalf of the No. 1. society,
and £813 in respect of the No. 2 society. Ajp-
plication was made by one of the persons in-
terested in the soeiety to have Andrews re-
moved from his position as reeeiver, hut the
application was not successful, Several ae-
tions have been taken by persons who have
bought blocks of land from Andrews and
paid for them, but they also bave been un-
successful, The court inferred that the pro-
ceedings should be taken jointly as agamnst
the Western Ausiralian Bank and Andrews.
The court secmed to hold the view that the Bank
knew Andrews was selling this land, that it
had laid down the conditions under which
Andrews was to sell, and that it knew that
Andrews was being paid for the land. When
Andrews was appointed  receiver the
Bank protected itsclf, but tock no aection
to protect those persons who were purchasing
blocks of land. No caveat was lodged by
those people, because they knew nothing of
the transactions. It was merely an applica-
tion in Chambers of which no one had
any knowledge and they continued to pay
in their money. It was only after they had
made their final payments and went for their
titles that they disecovered the position of
affairs, There is still a reasonable equity in
the land. If the eourt had given a favour-
able reply to the application for Andrews’ re-
moval, and another receiver had bheen ap-
pointed, the position would at all cvents, not
have been made any worse. On the other
hand, a good business man appeinted to take
hold of the estate, might be able to realise

Did he give any ex-
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30 effeetively on the balance of the blocks as
to find sufficient money partly if not whelly
to pay the bank, when the people would get
their title. A Royal Commission will have
power to go into every braneh of the business,
inte the records of the Court and the reeords
of the bank, and to examine Andrews; and 1
think the recomnendation of such a Royal
Comuission would influence the Supreme
Court.

Hon. T. Walker: We do not know that,

Mr. MLAXN: If a Royal Commission found
that Andrews was not a {it and proper person
to control the estate as receiver, a further ap-
plication, backed by the further evidence ob-
tainable thrcugh a Royal Commission, would
probably enable the court

Mr. Stubbs: 1f the people who have com-
plaints to make cannot do it, how could a
Royal Commission?

Mr. MALN: The peopte who are making
the complaints are all poor working men
who cannot afford to embark on costly liti-
gation. I have here the record of one case
in swhich the late Mr. 'rank Wilson interested
himself. e wrote to the then Attorncy Gen-
eral as follows:—

It appeais to me From these papers and
Mrs. Gregory’s statement to me this morn-
ing, that she is suffering under a grave in-
justice at the hands of the manager of the
Gesnells Estate Company, wha, after re-
eeiving her payment for the land, failed to
carmark same at the Western Australian
Bank in order to protect her title. She
s a poor woman who has been in service,
and has invested her savings in this land,
which she subsequently sold at a small pro-
fit. The purchaser has called upon her to
rive a clear titie. The Western Australian
Bank refuse to )ift their lien nnder mort-
gage. [ should he mueh obliged if von
wonld kindly take such action as in your
judement appears warranted under the
cireumstances, in order that justice may be
done.

The file was sent on to Mr. Sayver, and has
gone the rounds of the departments. Sim-
ilarly, file after file has gone the rounds, and
the people concerned have not yet reecived
justiee.

Hon. T, Walker: Were the facts you are
dealinge with now before the eourt when an
application was made for the removal of An-
drews?

Mr, MANN: T think not. That appliea-
tion was made by a sharcholder in either the
No. 1 or the No. 2 soelety.

Hon. T. Walker: Not by one of the pur-
chasers?

Mr. MANN: He was probably a purchaser
as well, but be did not have access to all these
files. I have tooth-combed the various de-
partments to get the files and gather this
information.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Are those the files
from which you are quoting?

Mr. MANN: Yes.

Hon. W. C. Angwin:
lzid on the Table?

Have they been
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Mr. MANN: No.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Then they should go
on the Table now,

Hon, T. Walker: They must go on now.

Mr. MANN: Certainiy, I have nothing to
hide in the mutter.

Mr. SPEAKER: Are they original files?

Mr. MANYN: Yes.

Mr. SPEAKER: That being o, the hen.
member will have to lay them on the Table
of the House.

Mr. MANN: I do not objeet, Mr, Speaker.
This matter is certainly not a joke to the
reople I am battiing for., I have here a
Jetition to the Premicr signed by 482 per-
sons, asking him to do something to relicve
them in the dreadful position in which they
find themselves.

Mr. Stubbs:
Jate?

Mr. MANNX: Yes; this year. I think 1
have advanced sufficient facts to justify the
motion. I am not looking for appointment
as a Royal Commissioner. I have suggested
that a judge of the Supreme Court should be
appointed, In my opinion, the facts warrant
such an appointment. Many of these
people are without a title to their homes, and
all they have been able to save has been in-
vested in this land, and they have—

Mr. Hughez: Been defranded.

Mr. MANN: T do not think 1 am exceed-
ing the limits of orderly language when T
use the word ‘‘fraud’’ in connection with
the No. 2 society.

Hon, T, Walker: Cannot criminal action
still be taken? On those papers, and on the
cvidence you Lave placed hefore the House,
I think it ean,

Mr. MAXN: I knew a good deal of this
matter as an officer in the Government years
ago. When it was brought under my notice
rceently by persons interested, I felt myself
justified in taking this action at their request.
I submit that T have made out a very strong
ease for the aipointment of a Royal Commis-
sion.

On motion by the Minister for Works, de-
bate adjourned.

Is that a petition of recent

MOTION—FORESTRY ROYAL
COMDMISSION,

To adopt Recommendations.

Mr, PICKERING (Sussex) [825}: I
move—

That in the opinion of this House effect
ghould be given by the Government to the
recommendations of the Royal Commission
on Foresiry.

On the 18th January, 1922, His Execellency
the Governor issued a Royal Commission to
jrqnire into the questions of the financial
position under the Forests Act of 1918 and
the operation thereof, and the administration
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of the Act generally. On the 8th November,
1922, that Royal Commission’s report was
laid upon the Table of tbis House. I iish
lo give expression to my sincere sympathy
with the member for Forrest {Mr. O'Logh-
lIen), who was very active on the Royal Com-
mission, and rendered the greatest service by
reason of bhis well-known exceptional know-
ledge of the forestry problems of this State.
I am quite sure that tlie member for Perth
(Mr. Mann), whe was a joint Commissioner,
also has the greatest possible sympathy with
the member for Forrest in his illmess, and
will agree with my expressions of apprecia-
tion. In the ¢ourse of their inquiry the Com-
missioners travelled through the major part
of the karri, jarrah, and tuart forests of this
Biate. After considerable experience in the
way of evidence and personal investigation,
they arrived ot a decision which was almost
unanimous.  Indeed, T think that except as
regards one recommendation the Commission-
ers were entirely so. 1t is neccessary to
impress on hen. members the vital import-
ance of the question of forestry to the State
of Western Australin. T consider it only
right that I should bring some authoritics to
support me in the contention that the posi-
tion of the world’s supply of timBér to-day is
most unsatisfactory, The subject is very
pertinent to the lives of the eitizens of the
State to-day, and to the lives of its future
citizens; and in my opinion it is the bounden
duty of the people of to-day to make due
povision for posterity. Turning to other
countrics of the world, we find that in the
United States, considered to be one of the
largest timber-producing eounntries, the posi-
tion is very serious indeed. In the American
‘'Review of Reviews’’' for July of 1922,
wider the heading *‘Tackling the Forestry
Preblem in Time'' appears the following:—
The chief of the forest serviee says thati
thig country bhas 81,000,000 acres of idle,
unproduetive forest land. This is equal in
arci to the combined States of New York
and Pennsylvania, or to the whole of Eng-
land, Scotland and Wales—our kingdom of
negleet. . . Mill owners of the Pacific
North-West assert that supplies will last
from twenty to forty wears—a period in
the life of the nation equal to less than
one year in the career of a spendthrift
youth, At a recent Congressional hearing
in Washinginn (Mareh, 1922) attended by
prominent lumbermen and foresters from
cvery part of the United States, testimony
was unanimous that we are approaching a
timber shoriage, and that whafever mea-
sures of relief are possible must be taken
promptly. Tt is already too late to ward
off completely the famine inte whose
shadow we hLave entered.
Censidering that that is the position of so
magnificant 8 country as the United States,
a conntry from which we have been accus-
tomed to draw the greater part of our soft
weod supplies, I think it must come home to
members of this Assembly that the forestry
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question is one of the utmost seriousness.
The writer then turns to Canada —

The Canadians have given us to under-
stand dislinetly that they propose to use
their timber rescurces at home, and more
wisely than their southern neighbours.
Already vast inreads have Dbeen made in
Canada, and for certain loealitics an end
is elearly in sight. One of the largest
forest plantations ever made is that of a
paper company in Quehee to provide a sup-
ply when the original timber is gone.
Mexieo is praetically without timber. In
Central and South America the heavy
tropieal woods are poorly adapted to North
American uses. This is true also of the
woods that grow in equatorial Africa.
Secandinavian and Russian supplies, while
considerable in quantity, are not likely to

be available beyond the heavy demands
that Earope makes upon them. The sup-

plies in Germany and France have long
heen less than required for local nceds.
These are importing states. Of Oriental
timbers, France imports teak-wood from
Indo-China, snd teak grows in southern
Tndia—a valuable species, but limited in
quantity, among hcavier tropical woods.
We appear te have first claim upon the
surplus of the Philippine Islands, some of
whose speeies in moderate quantities may
be exportel to America, But if we con-
tinze to use wood we must, for the most
part, produce it at home. As for substi-
tutes; with increased pressure of popula-
tion, which has doubled within the memory
of living men, from fifty milliens to more
thanr one hundred millions of people, the
demand for wood with which mercly to
finish the construction of steel and con-
crete buildings is- heavier than the earlier
demand for wooden houses.
Those are not my words, but the words of
Mr. Philip W. Ayres, Forester of the Society
for Protection of New Hampshire Forests.
There is another part I wish to read—
Throughont the Eastern mountains the
valleys have been eut out, and timber on
the highest slopes disappears as by magic.
Shall we save a million a year at Washing-
ton for the sake of economy, and at the
same time lose a billion a year in timber
wasted, soils destroyed, vast water powers
and electric powers upon which our wel-

fare depends increasingly, lost for all
time? Shall navigation in all ocur rivers
be hindered by sand-bars, agriculture

ruined by stormy overflows on valuable

meadow land as in South Carolina, great

cities like Iittsburg and Cincinnati men-

aced by flools?

Mr. Lambert: Is that a standard work
you are quoting from¥

Mr. PICKERING: I have already named
my authority. That gentleman’s view i3 ¢on-
firmed by other authorities. Next, I wish to
show that the position ir India is also very
gerious. I will quote an extract from the
‘‘Empire Forestry Journal’’ dated 19th
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March, 1922, In that organ ome of the
Indian foresters says—

The forests where the Emperor Babar
hunted the rhinoceros have disappeared,
and in their place is found a waterless
tangle of ravines, a nightmare land, a curse
to God and man., The beautiful country
along the foothills, a land of streams and
cornfields and pleasant mango groves, is
woashed away or buried under sand and
gravel, like the ruined cities of Turkestan.
The outer hills are hideous and naked,
seored with ravines, intersected with cliffs,
devoid of shade or peremnial waters; and
all so that man may graze his abominable
goats and destroy the forests at his own
sweet will. The watercourses of Eumaon
are dry and choked with debris; a pleasant
country of well-wooded hills is turned into
a sterile waste by a raee sunk in abysmal
depths of iguorance.

This goes to show that by the denudation of
the forests, we shall seriously impede our
™ ogress as an agricultural nation. As T have
shgwn from the notes I have quoted, that is
Lorne out by experience in India, Canada and
the United States of America. This demon-
strates that ibe position of forestry is a
serious ome at present. As to Africa, we
know we have no possibility of getting tim-
ter from that country for—I refer partien-
larly to the svuthern parts of South Africa—
they are importing timbers from Western
Australia and have been doing so for many
vears, instead of exporting from that coun-
try., Turning to other soureces of supply,
there are the Philippine Islands and Borneo,
but their timbers are of mixed varieties and
more or less inacessible. ‘We must look for
timber supplies elsewhere. Scandinavia and
Russia are the only countries in Europe
exporting timber at presemt, and, as was
forecasted by the authorities I have quoted
from the ¢‘Review of Reviews,'’ the time
for exporting from those countries i3
limited, and the Europcan market will
absorb all it is possible to export from
those countries. When we ecome to New
Zealand we find that their most valuable
timber, kawi, has practically disappeared
and the Government are spending some-
thing like £100,000 a year for afforestation
purposes. Leaving New Zealand and going
to Queensland, there we find that the valvu-
able cedar tree is almost extinet and their
hoop and bunya pines have disappeared
from practical utilisation. So serious is the
position in Queensland that the fumber men
themselves are much concerned regarding
the prospects for the future. I had a refer-
ence to that matter which I have mislaid,
but I can give the House my assurance that
the lumber trade there is in a parlous e¢on-
dition. New South Wales is in a similar
position regarding cedar and hoop pine. In
Victoria some of their most valuable tim-
bers have been cut out, to mention only
blackwood, one of the best timbers for furnmi-
ture and decorative purposes,
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Mr. Underwood: How mueb of it was
there?
Mr. PICKERING: There was a consider-

able quantity but, like other timbers, it has
heen cui out. In Bouth Australia the posi-
tion i3 very serious. In the Agdelaide
4 Mail’’ of Saturdny 11th August last, an
article appeared under the heading of +The
Bald State—Treeless South Australia.” In

the course of the article the following
appeared—
General interest has been stimulated

by the attention drawn in the ¢‘Mail'?
last weck to the direct connectien be-
tween the increasing baldness of the State
lands and their liability to floods and
washaways through the absence of trees
to heold the soil and provide a natural
sponge for rain soakage and conserva-
tion., Mr. H. H. Corbin (lecturer ou
forestry at the University)}, Mr. Walter
Gill (Conservator of I'orests), and Sir
William Sowden (President of the Sonth
Australian  braneh of the Australian
Forest League) made important com-
ments on the article.
Thig s the comment made by Mr. Corbin—
Baldness is creeping over the country.
The hills from Aldinga to Sellick’s Hill
are now absolutely denude; they are bald
as a bladder of lard. Excessive grazing
and the rabbit pest arc the causes of it,
as well as the faet that every trce has
heen smashed down, and it is nobedy's
business to replace any of them., Al
over the State settlers have rooted out
native timbers and are now paying the
penalty., Red gum, which in thc hands
of London cabinetmakers would be tre-
mendously thought of, is still being used
for fencing posts. Qur stringybark yields
splendid furniture wood. Even the dead
keart of the yate—the QOodnadatta mulga
—supplies a timber beauiifully decora-
tive under polish, yet people say that
South Australia is a bazd timber country
and can’t grow the 'wnods it nceds. It
is all tommyrot.
That shuws that, conzequent upon the de-
nudation of timber iz Soutk Australia,
much of the land ihat was most profitable
for ecuitivation has become unsuitable, and
its fertile surfaee soil swept away by storms
and winds. Thus it is that much of their land
which was available for cultivation bas
become sterile and has to be turned back
to pastures. Coming to our own State, we
find that originally it was thought we had
very large areas throughout the country
where timber of a merchantable descrrption
was to be found. After a careful examina-
tion of our resources by officers of the
Laods Department and Forests Departmeat
acting together, the true position is that
we have, at the outside, 2,500,000 acres of
jarrah country and about 150,000 acres of
karri country.

The Minister for Mines: Do vou mean

we have that rarea retained as permanent
timber reserves?

637

Mr. PICKERING: That is the merchant-
able timber area. The following resolution
was agreed to by the Forestry Coaference,
which sat at Hobart in 1920:—

That this <conterence eadorses the
figures as prepared by each State for
allotment of a nattional forest area of
24,500,000 acres of indigenous forest for
the Commonwealth of Australia; and that
the delegates appointed by conference to
present details of the proposed forestry
school be asked to urge the consideration
of this resolution at the forthcoming
Premiers’ conference.

Two foresters, Mr. Jolly and Mr. Jones,
were deputed by the cooference to wait
on the Premiers’ conference and explain
the forestry situation. The result was that
the Premiers’ confercnce endorsed the
resolution. Following upon that resolution,
New South Wales made a permanent dedi-
eation of 5,254,165 acres and provided tim-
ber reserves covering 1,518,597 acres;
Queensland provided a permanent dedica-
tion of 4,196,798 acres; Victoria, a perman-
ent dedication of 3,205,163 acres, and
timber reserves of 757410 acres; Western
Australia provided a permanent dedication
of 45,000 aeres. When we come to consider
that the annual consumption of our timbers
ig in the neighbourhood of 800,000 loads,
and that the annual inecrement js onmly
250,000 loads, it should be brought home
to hon. members that our position is serions
indeed. It stands to reason that if we con-
sume 800,000 loads and our regeneration
represents only 250,000 loads, the time is
rapidly drawing nigh when we will exhaust
our timber resources, When we come to
consider the position, we realise that we
have not so many varieties of timber in
Western Australia, I have already referred
to the position regarding jarrah and karei.
In addition we have our tuart, which is a
very valuable timber for such purposes as
wagons, railway coaches, felloes and spokes.
This timber is confined entirely to Western
Australia and, after a careful selection, it
has heen found possible to retain for State
purposes only 5,000 acres! Then we have
our tingle-tingle, which is not so well known,
but experiments have proved that it will
be of considerable value. That timber, too,
is singular to Western Australia, and I think
we have at the outside only about 35,000
acres of country where it grows., A serious
aspeet is that a considerable area of the
land where tingle-tingle grows has been, I
understand, surveyed for group settlement
purposes. When we bhave only 5000 acres
of this waluable iimber, it is unwise to
devote that area to purposes other than
those intended by nature,

The Minister for Mines: You cannot re-
serve all the land on which tingle-tingle
grows,

Mr. PICEERING: That is not urged.

The Minister for Mines: We are taking
off the tingle-tingle before the land is made
available for group settlement purposes,
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and where the loadage is considerable we
are making it a permanent reserve.

Me, PICKERIXNG: T aceept the Minister's
statement and I hope that effeet will be given
to that policy. I helieve the loadage is con-
siderable and [ doubt if the land e¢an be
hetter utilised than as a reserve for tingle-
tingle.

The Minister for Works: The trouble is
that tingle-tingle grows amongst other trees.

My, PICKERING: T am only talking of
tingle-tingle ecountry wherg that pavlieniar
timber gives o certain londoge. Karri tim-
ber is one of the best grown in Western Aus-
tralia, so far as regeneralion is coneerned,
Tt is with the uimost diffienlty that an area
can be retained €or this valvable tiniber, Any
hen. memher who has visited the karri coun:
try will know that my siatement is correct.
When we have a portion of the Htate su
eminently suited for the pmoduction of such
a valuable timber, it i3 a wrong policy to
pursue to withhiold it from permanent dedi-
eation.  The Joadage that karrl will give to
the ncre is astonishing, and the value of the
timber, weight for weight, is equal to oregon.
Tn a recent interview T had with Colonel
Owen, when he canme herg from the Fastern
States, he said that they were making eareful
inguiries regarding our karri, partienlarly
where stress and strain were vequired.  Sinre
the Forests Department is asking only for a
dediention of from 100,000 acres to 150,000
acres, of that valuable country, the dedica-
tion should he agreed to, That is one of the
most important recommendations made by the
Commission. I have the distinetion of being

n  vice-president of the ‘Western Aus-
tralinn  Forests Teague. At a  meeting
of the league yesterday I was spee-
ially requested by the commnittee to im-
press upon the House the urgent necessity
for the dedieation. The  Commission
made eareful inquiries into this ques-

tion, and could find no reason why the per-
manent dedication of this area should be
withheld for one moment longer. Then we
have wandoo, a valuable timber. Tt does not
grow in the same type of forest as does
karri or tuart or jarrah, but therc are cer-
tain arcas which counld be permanently dedi-
eated to State purposes. Tt is one of the re-
commendations of the Commissign that an
arca should be permanently dedieated,
because wandeo is of considerable value in
conch building. Then there is the river bank-
sia, one of the most valuable of our decora-
tive timbers, Hon. members are familiar
with it in the new tram cars. Tt lends itself
well to architeetural work and to any work
where decorative timber is required. There
is very little river banksia available. In
about 1917 it began to give evidence of dy-
ing out along most of the watercourses. Tt
hag been diffienlt to define the rcason for the
deeay. Some attribute it to the floods of
1917, while othere hold that it is the result
of the depredations of the girdler, an insect
that practically ringbarks the trees. In view
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of the value of this timher, every eifort should
be made to encourage its regeneration,

The Minister for Works: It has died all
atong the Brunswiek River.

Mr. PICKERING: Yes, and at Nanga
Brook. So long as uncontrulled fires are al-
lowed to go through the forest, it is impos-
sible to hope for any regemeration. We have
also a valwable timber in the sheoak. In the
electarate of the Minister for Forests this
grows umler forest conditions. The Commis-
sion, when in Albany, found that fires oceur
in that timber every year. On cavefully going
through the sheoak forest, | was unable to
spe nny signs of regenevation. [t is not to
be expeeted when, cn every possible oceasion,
n fire-stick is put into the forest. This tim-
ler is used in the manufacture of mantel-
pieces and other decorative parts of house
construction, and quite exiensively in cooper-
ing work. Down in Albany one or two saw-
millers are engaged in cutting sheoak for
staves, So valuable is it for this purpose that
it is exported to the Fastern States. When
I assure hon. members that no protection is
given fo the regeucration of sheoak, it will
Iie realised that unless something be done im-
mediately we shall lose this valuable timber
for all time., The House showld insist on the
Government giviug effect to the recommends-
tion of the Forestry Commission for s per-
manent dedication. We had n Foarests Pro-
ducts Laboratory cestablished by the Com-
monwealth,  Hon. members are cognisant of
the position, beeause the esmmunication from
the Prime Minister’s Department praetically
refusing a continuance of that laboratery was
puhlished in the ‘*West Australinn.’’  The
Ntate has not been treated fairty by the Com-
monwealth in this rvespect. The Minister for
Forests was present with o deputation whieh
waited on the Prime Minister in Perth, As
acting president of the Jorests League, T
found it was my duty to follow up the mat-

tor subzcguent to that deputation.  Unfor-
tunately, all the efferts put forward have
resulted in no benefit to the State. One of

the recemmendations of Ehe Commission was
that in the event of the withdrawal of the
Commonwealth Forests Products Labaratory
the State should make some provision for the
econtinuance of the good work of the lahora-
torv. As the result of that good work we
were able to demonstrate to the world that
we conld produce exeellent pulp for the manu-
facture of paper. That alone should be suffi-
eient to warrant the proseeution of the work
of that valvable institution, This question of
forestry may be amusing to somé hon. mem-
hers, but those laughing at it to-day will he
held up to derision in years to come.

The Minister for Works: No, they will be
forgotten,

The Minister for Mines: Get on with those
of us who are listening to you.

Mr. PICKERING: Those who are fighting
the hattle for the conservation of our forests
to-day will be given full credit in the future
when it comes to be seen that this is vital
tor the interests of the State. When we con-
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siler the enormous employment our forests
have altorded, the enormous revenue that has
acerued to the State from its forest wealth;
when we think what their ferests have meant
to other vounirivs, undd what oar forests mean
to West orn Austeading now and in the $atary,
surely it will be realised 1hut this is a ques-
toan deseving the moat serious con-id ration,

en, W. 0 Angwin: We don’'t complain
uf tle coployment afforded: we complain
that we are destroying too wmuch of oar for-
ests,

Mr. FIHKERIXG: Under a proper poliey
of furest conservaiion the soresis woald afforl
employinent tor one amdin to every hundred
acres.  Awd that is only for the purposes of
forestry; how much more employment would
he afforded through the subsidiary industries?
Another important phase of the development
of the Forests Produets Laboratory, and more
purticelarly perhaps through the influence
of the ex-Conservator of Forests, Mr. Lane-
Poole, is that of the kiln-drying proece:s,
by which otir jarrah and karri have heen
made much more valuable for construction
jurposes. Through kiln-drying it is now pos-
sible to use our timbers with every certainty
of their maintaining their position, Under
a proper system, as worked out by the officer
in charge of the Crawley kilns, it would he
possible to reduce the cost of the kiln-drying
prucess very considerably, in respeet of jar-
rah down to .9d. Surely, then, it is worth
while further investigating this important
phasc of forestry. Then we come to the won-
derful work the chemists have done in the
discovery of different tannins rossessed hy
our timbers and shrubs, This is of great
importance to the State and requires to be

followed up to the fullest extent. South
Afrien at onc time had no tannins, Yect by
importation from Australin, South Afriea

has devetoped & wonderful tanmin industry.
Surely it behoves us to look after our own
intoreste, To-day we are importing from
South Africa tanning material that we should
be producing for ourselves. That is one of
the most important recommendations of the
Commission, and I trust the Minister will do
somathing to replace the Forests Products
Laboratory should the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment finally decide to take it away. The
Woestern  Australian  Forests League put
up the suggestion that the laboratory
could be worked in eo-operation  with
the TUniversity. Tt would mean that
certain funds would have te be made avail-
able, cither by the Forests Department or by
the Government, because the University is not
in a financial position to earry out the ex-
periments. Still it is worth while giving
something from the Forests Vote or from
Consolidated Revenue for fhe continuation
of the valwable investigations which have
already resulied in preat benefit to the State.
I wish to deal briefly wtth the question of
the goldfields firewood and timber supplies.
The Commission made an inspection of the
two timber lines on the goldfields, and found
that with the exception of the area to the
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south, the whole of the timber supplies within
the radins of profituble ecutting—approxi-
mately 100 miles—had been exhausted, It
is n very serious position. Nothing has been
done tn encovrage regeneration on the gold-
ficlds. MHon, members opposite who are in-
terested in mining know that a supply of
timber and firewood is vital to the mining
industry. One factor that is doing consid-
erable injury to the development of mining
is high costs. Since the amalgamation between
the two firewood companies, Mr. Hedges has
put up the price of firewood by 1s. per ton,
it is of no use the Alinister giving relief
in the eost of water when, on the other hand,
ihe price of firewood is raived.

The Minister for Mines: But the mines are
not paying it

Mr. MeCalium: They have gone on strike.

Mr. PICKERING: Still, the price has
been put uwp.,  The position is serious. The
mining industry has been one of the pgreatest
ails to the development of the State and
every wember is anxigus that it should con-
tinue, but if this very vital necessity is not
caredd for, what will be the position of the
goldfields in a few years® time? Within the
space of a few years, the areas suitable for
the supply of firewoed and mining timber
will have Dbeen denuded. Steps should be
taken to ascertain whether the reseneration
of these timbers cannot be ellected.

The Minister for Mines: The timber is re-
generating now. ’

Mr. PICKERING: The evidence we ob-
tained showedl that regemeration was very
S[rarse.

The Minigter for Mines: Slow, not sparse.

Mr. PICKERTNG: The evidence showed
that it was negligible; the coppice growth
is very slow, I suggest thnt the Conservator
of Forests be instructed to report on this
arca, HMe has given very little attention to
that part of the State. The Department
have never had that time or money to devote
proper attention to it. We inquired fully into
the inatter and the only thing we could sug-
gest was that the expert ofiieers should give
attention te it

The Minister for Mines: You want it te
grow faster than it ean grow maturally.

Mr. PICKERING: Sceond cotting has
been permitted on certain areas.

The Minister for Mines: Where?

Mr. PICKERING: According to the evi-
denee, round ahout Kalgoorlie.

The Minister for MMines; Only for carters.

Mr. PICKERING: When I was in New
South Wales I had an oppoertunity to study
afforestation there and this suggests a phase
to which our department might well devote
attention, We have undertaken certain ex-
periments in afforestation. At Ladlew, in
my electorate, a considerable area was
planted with pinus insignns. The experiment
showed that the wrong timber had been
planted. It was a very costly experiment,
hut it demonstrated a ¢lass of timber that
could be profitably grown on the sand dunes,
namely the pinus pinaster, the timber that

Pk
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proved so valuable in France. The Govern-
ment, in view of the dire necessity for pro-
viding our own spft wood reguirements—I
have previously referred to the sericusness
of the position in America and other coun.
tries that have been supplying us—should
immediately investigate the question of es-
tablishing plantations of pinus pinaster and
other soft wood timbers. We have it demon-
strated that the pinus pinaster can be grown,
and the Govarnment should lese no time in
laying down vplantations of that particular
timber. In New South Wales, I was struck
by the system of afforestation operating at
Tuncurrie. They utilise prison labour. When
T Furnished the report of the Forests Com-
mission, I ldid upon the Table an album of
views showing certain phases of this work.
The utilisation of prison labour has proved
to be most successful in New South Wales.
Not one man has attempted to escape from
the encampment and only three per cent. of
those who passed through the encampment
have returned to vicious lives. This speaks
well for the system.

Hon, T. Walker: That is under the De-
partment of Agriculture.

Mr. PICEERING: The place to which
Y refer was under the control of the Forests
Department. Each prisoner has a wooden
cubicle measuring 8ft. by 12ft. The cubieles
are arranged in a quadrangle, with thé admin-
istrative quarters on one aide. A buflalo grass
lawn, opportunities for gardening and the pro-
vision of cows are some of the features of the
encampment.

The Colonial

guzrds?
- Mr. PICKERING: No, only the officer in
charge. When prisen labour can be used in
this way, surcly the matter is worthy of con-
sideration with a view to adopting a similar
svstem here.

The Colonial Secretary: Tt has also been
very successful in New Zealand.

Hon. T. Watker: It is very old in Cavada
and some of the States of America,

The Minister for Mines: It is very young
here, and I hope it will remain young for all
time.

Mr. PICKERING: T had an opportunity
to investigate the systemn and I am satisfied
it might well be tried in Western Australia.

The Minister for Mines: And it might not.

Mr. PICKERING: It ought to be. Un-
less steps are taken to safeguard our forests
against fire, we cannot hope to derive mueh
benefit from our forest conservation work.

My, J. H. ®mith: That is a question.

Mr. PICKERING: Sechlich’s ‘‘Manual of
Forestry,”' Vol. 1, page 160, contains the
following on the question of protection
against fire:— .

Before the author started for India in
1866, Sir Dietrich Brandis told him that
the Tndian forests could be divided into the
following two classes: (1) Forests which

Secretary: Do they have
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were burn cvery year and (2) forests
which were not burnt every year. As a
matter of fact by far the greater part of
the forests were annually overrun by sur-
face fires, which burnt the undergrowth,
including the scedlings of trees, and in-
jored more or lesa the older trees, Thus
they interfered, in the majority of cases,
with regen¢ration and caused disease in
trees, though the latter may not become
apparent until many years afterwards, As
early as 1846 Lieutenant (afterwards Gen-
eral) Michael tried to stop forest fires in
the Anamalay hills in Madras, but the first
really suceessful attempt was made by
Colonel Pearson in the Bori reserve in the
eentral provinces abovt the year 1860,
Since then the area artificially protected
has risen to 49,970 square miles. Of this
area 5.4 per eent. on an average were burnt
annually. Fire protecting measures consist
chiefly in maintaining cleared external and
internal lines, organising an efficient sys-
tem of patrols, enlisting the co-operation of
the local population, burning inflammable
grass lands carly in the season and extin-
guishing any fires which may break out.
In by far the majority of cases, the forests
have greatly benefited, and there can be no
doubt that in most types of forest the im-
provement which has taken place in the
growing stock is due mainly to the cffeet
of fire protection.

In the course of our investigations we visited
Collie, where there wns a great outery about
cutting in the face. T personally made un
examination of hundreds of small sapiings
that had been ent and I did not find one that
wag sound. 1 think the experience of my fol-
Tow Commissioners was the same,

Mr. J. H. Smith: On account of what?

Mr., PICKERING: On account of fire,

Mr. J. H. Smiih: Rot!

AMr. PICKERING: The hon. member may
give his views later on; no doubt he has
made a close study of the question. I am
apeaking of my conviction and I consider it
my duty to advocate what was the unanimous
decision of the Commission. I have endea-
voured to show that there is urgent necessity
for genuine effeet to be given to the recom-
mendations of the Commission. What is the
good of a Commission going to the expense
and trouble of collecting information unless
some result is Lo acerue from it¥ The Min-
istcr told us on a previous oceasion that some
of the recommendations had been considered,
and the Leader of the Opposition did me the
honour of congratulating me on the report
anled by the Commission.

The Minister for Mines:
tl:rowing hoeuqueta.

Mr, PICKERING: So it might have been
with the Minister himself; I can now esti-
mate the value of what he said.

The Minister for Mines: It is pretty ob-
¥inus.

He was merely
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Mr, PICKERIAG: If the recommendations
vited the Minister, doubtless it would be all
ight. Some of the recommendations may
it him,

Mr. A, Themson: That is the part he woull
vlopt.

The Minister for AMines: Tell us in what
rircetion we have net adopted the Commis.
ion’s recommendations?

Mr. PICKERING: The Government have
ot given offect to the vital recommendations
¥ permarenily dedicating a sufficient arca of
lorests for the State.

The Minister for lines:
wmow?

Mr, PICKERING: It is about time the
House demanded that this was done.

The Minister for Mines: How do you know
[ have not?

Mr. PICKERING: The Minister told us
juite Teeently fhat he had not. I do net
wish to conviet him out of his own mouth,
but at the foundation of the Western Aus-
tralian Forest League the Minister admitted
that nothing had been done. He said he had
the matter under consideration. God knows it
has Deen under consideration long enough;
ne require something more than that. 1
must not leave the subjeet without dealing
with the important question of royalties.
I understand the department are considering
a new system of royalties. Even at the risk
of wearying members, I shall read what the
Commission had to say about royalties—

How do you

The question of Wwhether the charge

levied by the Government for permis-
sion to cut the State’s timber s
royalty in the proper sense of the

term seems open to question. Tn  the
oninion of the Commission it is really the
price at which the timher is sold to the
mills, If this view be adopted, then surely
the price charged is a very low one; com-
pared with the charges in the Tastern
Btates, it is much too lew. The argument
that the conditions are different inasmuch
as in the Eastern States the markets are
mainly local and that the export trade is the
main outlet for this State’s produet, would
appear to be an argument in favour of the
increase in the amount echarged, more es-
pecially in view of the fact that the export
market, in consequence of our rapidly dim-
inishing asset will net be available for
more than 20 years. The stumbling hlock
to the fixing of an equitable price is Mil-
lars’ Timber and Trading Coy., Ltd,
which, owing to its favourable pogition,
makes it almost impossible to fix a really
just price. Considerable evidence has been
taken in this connection, more partieularly
from Bunning’s, Whittaker’s, the Kauri
Timber Co., and Miliars’, the consensug
of which poes to show that the basis of
the new assessment of values is not equit-
able, in so far as ome or two important
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iactors have been leit out. Evidence was
taken from the aeting Conservator, Mr.
8. L. Kessell, aud his attention drawn to
the points at issue. After consultation
with  the Conmimissivuer, the foliowing
stheme of charges was submitted, the com-
putation of which is based on distance
from port and rail freight.

Then the figures are given. The Commission

went on to say—

The factors that really enter into the
question of price are—(1)} The distance
from railway siding to port of shipment
or market. (2) Distance trom siding to
mill, (3) Distanee from mill te bush land-
ing. {4) COuality of Dbush. (3) Acecessi-
hility ot the timber. l'iom the foregoing it
would appeur that although the scale set
out by the acting Conservator of Iorests
might be reasonably equitable, yet it is
not one which fully meets the case; and it
appears to the Commission tbat if an ne-
chrate assessment be desired, then all thase
factors above enumerated must be taken
into consideration. It was, however, stated
by the acting Conservator in evidence that
the factors sct forth above, which are in
addition to those taken into consideration
in his scale of suggested royalties, would
not need to be considered im all cases.
When oceasion arose, a special assessment
would have to be made.

I trust the desire of the Forcsts Department
will always he to get a fair price for our
timber, They must take into consideration
all the aspects of the case as shown by the
careful thought giver to the matter by the
Commirsion, of which the memher for For-
rest {Mr. O'Loghlen) was so keen an ad-
viser, I am not going to deal with the ques-
tion of sandalwood now, for an opportunity
of debating that subject will be given to us
later. I believe that the recommendation
of the Royal Commission has been of value
to the Minister in this dircction, T want to
impress upon members the vital value of our
forests, not only to us but to posterity. T
want them to recognise our obligation to
posterity, and wish them not to live in an
atmosphere of utter selfishness, or to live
only for the moment.

The Minister for Mines: Do you suggest
that iz the attitude of the Government?

Mr. PICKERING: The attitude of Min-
isters resronsible for the forestry of the
State has been one of ahsolute selfishness
in the past. Our timber has been sacrificed
for the immedinte present. We have had
our forests denuded; nothing can disprove
that. Our position is a serious one. I hope
the Minister will give some heed to the re-
commendations of the Royal Commission,
which did not consider itself in an homest
endeavour to place the position ag it is be-
fore the Legislative Assembly.

On motion by Minister for Mines, debate
adjouvrned.
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MOTION—WOOROLOO  SANATORIUM,
REDUCED RAILWAY FARES.

AMr, CUNNINGHAM (Kalgoorlie) [9.17]:
1 move—

That in the opinion of this House, it is
desirable that the Commissioner of Rail-
ways should grant reduced fares to the re-
latives and friends of inmates of the Woor.
oloo Sanatorium when travelling by rail-
way to visit them.

1T do not anticipate any opposition to the
motion, I know that a reduction in fares has
been made for the friends and relatives of
inmates of the Wooroloo Sanatorium, when
travelling between Perth and Wooroloo. 1t is
my desire, however, to bring under the notice
of the Minister and the Housc that there are
inmates of the Sanatorivm who have relatives
living in outback mining centres. Those who
have no relatives, however, have friends
there. Tt is very hard under present condi-
tions for such people to travel long distances
at considerable expensc in order to see their
friends in the Sanatoriom, Duriug Christ-
mas time concession fares are allowed for
people travelling between Leonora and Al
bany. They are also allowed from every
mining centre in the State, as well as from
every agricultural centre. These are known
as excursion fares. I want the friends of
the inmates of the Wooroloo SBanatorium to
bo given the same consideration.

Mr. Mann: Do relatives get concessions?

Mr, CUNNINGHAM: Only when travel-
ling Dbetween Perth and Wooreloo. Many
people are anxious to visit their friends in the
Wooroloo Sanatoerium, but the cost of getting
there is generally too great.

Mr. Mann: People could claim that they
were going to Wooroloo, but proceed to
go to Perth.

Mr. CUNNINGHAM: The Commissioner
of Railways zoould give the reduced fares un-
der ecertain conditions, or the inmates of the
Sanatorinm ecould ncminate their relations
or friends whom they desired to visit them.
I have had several distressing cases brought
under my notice wherein the wives of men
in the Sanatorium were unable to find the
neeessary money to visit their husbands once
in six months.

Mr. Marshall:
down frec.

Mr, CUNNINGHAM: That state of affairs
should not be permitted to continue. Fares
should be reduced to cover the indigent cases
J have mentioned, as well as to provide for
those other people whe are doing such good
work on behalf of the sanatorium.  Several
organisations are collecting money, and their
members are even paying out of their own
pockets to assist cases of distresa. I hope
the motion will be carried.

They should be brought

The MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. J.
Scdddan—Albany) [9.23]: I am entirely in
sympathy with the hon. member ‘in his de-
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sire that we should make special provision
te enable relatives to visit inmates at the
Sanatorinm. I am not so keen on including
the friends, becanse people very ofien be-
come friendly for the purpose of getting a
concession of some sort. The inmates of
the Wooroloo Sanatorium are retained there
for the public benefit a3 well as for thet
own, The difficulty about the matter is to
find a starting off point, and te continue
in such a way as to embrace cveryone.

Mr. A. Thomson: Don’t you think the
suggestion of the hon. member, that persons
should be nominated fo the Commissioner
of Railways, is a good one?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I do not.
Tmmigrants are nominated but very often
beecome a nuisance. I'ersons conld be nom-
inated by request, but they might not be
legiiimate travellers to the Sunatorium.
We have at present frequent cheap excur-
sions from the goldfields to the coast, and
we specially provide for those who are in
Perth and the metropolitan area to enable
them to visit their friends and relatives ai
the Sanatorium. I fail to see how we can
get over the difficulty of persons coming
from Lconora and purporting to go to
Woorgioe, but after visiting the Sanatorium
spending two or threc weeks in Porth traws-
acting their own husiness. They might re-
teive a concession beeause they were Zoing
to Wooroloo, but other individvals weald
have to pay the ordinary fare wlhen coming
to Perth hecause they had no friends tu see
at e Sanatorium,

Mr. Cunningham: People have to pay the
ordinary fare now when a relation is dying
at the Wooroloo Banatorium.

The MINTSTER FOR MIWES: That is a
different matter. Tf the hon. member
would suggest that in any special eircum-
stances sweh as these, either upon an appii-
cation made by an iamate, or on thy recom-
merdation of the doetor, a special fare
should Dbe provided, there wonld be no
objection. In a case of that sort we ought
not to let the question of a free pass stand
in the way. We arc continually granting
eoncessions on the railway system, but I
kuow not of one case in which a concession
has been granted that it has not been
abused in some way. In this particular
instance I am sure the abuse would hecome
great, and that out of a hundred cases
probably ten only would be gennine.
People could assume friendship for an
inmate at the Sanatorium in order to get
cheap fares to the detriment of others who
would have to pay in full. We will have
the question looked into, and when the Rail-
way Estimates are before the House I wili
make a statement on the subject. If we
¢an find means of enabling people to visit
their relatives at the Sanatorium, under the
conditions mentioned by the hon. member,
at a low rate, we ought to do it.

Mr. CUNNTNGHAM: With the permission,
of the House T desire to withdraw my motion.

AMotion by leave withdrawn.
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?APERS-—GUARD SEARLE, DISMISSAL.
On motion by Mr. MeCALLUM ordered—

That all papcrs connected with the dis-
niissed of Guard Searle from the Railway
Department, together with the shorthand
notes of cvidence before the Appedl Court,
be laid on the table of the House.

RETTURN—PEEL ESTATE.

Mr. A. THOMSBOXN (Katanning) [9.14]:
move—

That a roturn be laid upon the Table of
the MHouse showing—{ay The cost of the
purchase of the Peel Estate; (b) The total
vost of clearing aid the acrcage cleared 1o
te 3st Ju'ly; (e) The number of chaing of
drainage counatrucied and the cost of the
work; (d) The number of miles of roads
consiructed and the cost; (e} The number
of acrez of swamp lond included in the
estate; (£} The area of first-class siwamp
Tand; (g} The qualily of the balance;
(h) The total acreage of the estute: (i)
The area of swamp and saad land allotied
to each sctiler; (j) The number of sctilers
at present on the estate; (k) The number
of settlers which the Government estimate
to scttie on #his esfale and the average cost
for cach holdings (1) The munrber of miles
of railway and framway constructed on the
estate to date and the cost of same.

understand the Guvernment are prepared
0 cunsider this as a formal motion, and that
he Premier is willing to place before mem-
ierg the fullest infermation regarding the
eel Estate. T, therefore, move this motion
ormally.

The Minister for Mines: There is no objee-
ion to it.

Question put and passed.

MOTION — RATLWAYS, PENSION
RIGHTS OF J. B. CONNOLLY.

To inquire by Selcet Committee.

Mr. BUGHES (East Perth) [9.31]: 1
nove— .

That a select commitice be appoinied
to inquirg inio and report upon the pen-
sion rights under the provisions of 1the
Superannuation Act, 1871, of John Bede
Connolly, formerly clerk in the Railway
Department.

aast year I brought under the notice of the
{ouse & question involving the rights of a
wublic servaet under the Superannuation
Aect of 1871, The case is not an individoal
me, but one in which a prineiple is at
itake, that principle being whether the Gov-
:ryment bave the right to repudiate their
rontract with a civil servant afier he has
‘ulfilled his part of the bhargain. When a
nan enters the State civil service he is
mmder an implied obligation to serve West-
:rn Australia. I€ at any time he is not

serving the State with efficieney, there is
maclkinery by which he can be removed,
One of the rewards of service is provided
by the Superannvation Act, Section 6 of
which says—

It shall be lawful for the Governer in
Exccutive Council te grant io any person
retiring or removed from the Public
Service under the Colonial Government
in counsequence of the abelition of lis
office or for the purpose of facilitating
improvements in the organisation of tbe
department to which he belongs by which
greater efficicncy and economy ean Dbe
cffected such special annual allowanace
by way of compensation as on a full con-
sideration of the ecircumstances of the
case may seem to the Governor in Cnuneil
to be a reasonable and just compensiution
for the loss of office; and if the compensa-
tion shall excced the amount to wlhich
such person would have becn entitled
under the seale of superannuatjon pre-
scribed by this Aet if 10 years were
added lo the anmber of years which be
may have actoally served, such allow-
ance shall he granted by speeial minute
stating the special grounds for granting
sueh allowance, which minutes shall be
laid hefore the Legislative Council, and
no such allowance shall exceed two-thirds
of the salary und cmoluments of the
office.

Under that Act a preseribed vate of pension
is due to an officer after 10 years® scrvice.
After 10 years, and not cxceeding 11, he
is entitled to ten-sixtecnths of the average
of his salary for the last three years; and
s0 on up to 40 years. If he serves for 40
yvears, he is entitled to two-thirds
of the average of his last three ycars’
salary. Under the scetion T have
nuoted special consideration is extended to
a man who is retired owing to abolition of
his office, or for the more e¢fficient working of
the service. The Government can grant such
an officer something in addition to the or-
dinary pension, provided the total does not
exceed the pension to which he would have
heen entitled if he had scrved 10 vears more.

The Minister for Works: That does not
apply sineg 1904,

Mr, HUGHES: This casc dates hack
prior to 1904, and the provisions of the Act
apply. The measure provides, as T have in-
dicated, for the loading of a man’s service
by 10 years upon aholition of office. Special
reference is made to an annual ullowanee, no
authority bheing given to grant a lump sam.
The Act contains ne provision wherehy the
Goverament can give a man lomp sum éom-
pensation in place of an anmual payment,

The Minister for Works: Except by agree-
ment.

Mr. HUGHES: [n this case the man did
not agree. The basis of the pension arrange-
ment is that officers who have heen in the
service for 23 years and have gone alony feel-
ing secure that the Government would enrry
aut their part of the contract, shall obtain
their pension rights at the termination of
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their service, whether by efluxion of time ot
by reorganisation. If, then, after the 25 years
have expired, or perhaps after 40 years have
expired, n eivil servant is retired, he should
not be faced with a position in which, in-
stead of the annual pension to which he is
cntitled, he has to take 12 months’ salary or a
jump sum as comjpensation, The eontract he-
tween the civil servant and the Government
is laid down in the Svperannuation Aet of
1871, and if such a breach of the contraet is
permitted, the Aet may as well he torn up,
because there will be no seenrity at all for
the eivil servant. Tf the decision in the ease
to which my motion refers is to he allowgd
to stand as a preeedent, it means that any
civil servant may find his rights repudiated
by the Government upon his retivement, 1
hope that those hon. members who last night
spoke of men who had given lifelong serviee
being turned out without any consideration
at all, will take the same view of this ease.
That view is decidedly sound and decidedly
just. Section 7 of the Act is important. It
reads—

It shall net bhe lawful for the Govermor
in Executive Council to grant the full
amount of the superannuation allowance
which ean be granted under this
Act to any person not being the head officer
or one of the head officers of a department
unless upon production of a certificate

signed by the head officer of the
department, by two head officers if
there be more than one, that he

has served with diligence and fidelity to

the satisfaction of such head officer or

officers, and in every ease in which any
superannuation allowance is granted after
the refusal of such certificate the Osder in

Council granting it shall state such refusal

and the grounds on which such allowance

is granted.

Before a man can be granted the full mea-
surec of his superannuation allowanece, the
head of the braneh must furnish a certificate
to the effect that the man has served with
diligence and fdelity. The man is not re-
quired to be a genius, or anything very
special; so long as he has served with dili-
goence and fidelity to the satisfaction of the
head of the branch, he is entitled to his pen-
sion.

The Minister for Works: That is some-
thing special in these days, is it not?

Mr. HUGHES: I do not know that serv-
ing with diligence and satisfaction is some-
thing special. The Acty regulating the eivil
service have always contained provision for
the removal of an inefficient man. As a for-
mer Commissioner of Railways, the Minister
for Works knows that. [ darc say there was
just as great a demand for efficiency under
his regime as Comimissioner of Railways, as
there is under the present Commissioner,

The Minister for Works: But you are
dealing with a different Act.

Mr. HUGHES: No. This Act was iu foree
when the Minister for Works was quite a
youoth,

[ASSEMBLY.)

The Minister for Works:
as I thought.

AMr. HUGHES: The Minister is just as
olit as he fecls, quite a giddy younyg thing
‘“Diligence’’ I presume means attending te
what the officer iz told to attend to. Ot
““fidelity’’ T shall not attempt a definition
Further, the Act antherises the Government te
grant a eivil servant 2 surerannuation allow.
anee even in the absence of the certificate re
ferred to. The reagon is that if he had nof
scrved with diligence and fidelity to the satis
fa tion of the head. he Lad at least given
some serviee to the State, and was entitled tc
some consideration.  Another impertant fen
turc is that a man may have been 25 year:
in the service, serving uwander various perman
ent heads .

The Minister for Works: He ought to be
a decent fellow if he has stayed that lengtl
of time.

Mr, HUGHES: Yes; it ought to he ¢on
clusive preof that he had been giving efficient
gervice.

The Minister for Works:
that.

Mr. HUGHES: If it wag not proof of that
the fact of his remaining in the serviee #c
long would not be a good recommendation for
the pertnaneut heads,

Mr. Corboy: This man was there while the
Minister for Works was there.

Mr. HUGHES: TYea. That alone ought f«
be conelugive proof.

The Minister for Works: Try the other leg
now, But he would not have stopped 23 year:
with me unless he was something good.

Mr. HUGHES: In the past there mus!
have been a lot of curry-combing higher up a
well, becavse a lot of people in prominend
positions in the Railway Dcpartment did no
stay.

Mr. Corboy: Some got better jobs.

Mr. HUGHES: This is onc of the import
ant features of the case. A man may gt
along in the Puhlie Service for 20 years undes
the successive permanent heads. Then ther
comes a new permanent head, a man full -0
modern ideas, who is going to trevoln
tionise things and turn the old crustec
sealing-wax methods into business me
thods. I have frequently seen it statec
in the Press that our public admin
istration must be carriel out by businea
men. The country got the administration of
business men during the war, and it proved
worse than the administration of oid-fash
ioned civil servants, The new permaneni
head, in the ease I am supposing, mighi
have only 12 months in which to judge 2
civil servant of 25 years’ service, That eivi
servant wight elip back during that par
ticular 12 months, and fer that reason the
new head might refuse the certificate, not
on the basis of 25 years’ service, but om the
basis of one year’s service. The Act safe
guards that position by saying that in the
absence of such a certificate the man shall he
cntitled to seme consideration.

I am not so old

T would not saj
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The Colonial Sceretary: But 12 months is
a fair time in which to form an opinion.

Mr. HUGHES: Not for a man with 23
vears’ service, who may be slipping back
owing to failing vigour in the last 12 months.

The Minister for Works: How does that
argument apply to this case?

Mr, HUGHES: Tt applies to the prineiple
involved. The verdict is given merely on the
Iast vound, and it does not matter if the
man won 19 rounds. 1f he gets the worst of
the twentieth round, the decision is given
against hinw.

The Colonial Secretary: That is the ecase
in the ring.

Mr. HUGHES: Tt is not; and if the hon.
member got inte the ring he would know it
was not so. He would have to win the
majority of the points for the whole journey.
If he won only the last tound, he would not
get the decision.

Mr, Corboy:
out.

The Minister for Works: The king-hit!

Mr, HUGHES: Yes, but if he gets the
knock-out he will not he concerned about
the deeision. It is unjust that a man sghould
be judged at the close of the period of his
serviee for the whole term of his employment
by the Government. That is the principle at
stake. T am not so muech concerned about
the individoal in this ease as I am about
the principle, because the individual is doing
just as well outside the service as he did in
it. This man was so inefficient that, althongh
past middle age, he. was able to go out and
adapt himself to new circumstance and make
good!

The Minister for Works: Hear, hear!
is tho way.

Mr, HUGHES: Perhaps some officers hold-
ing the necessary certificate of qualifieation
could not do even that much! It is proof,
however, of this man’s capabilities. The case
T refer to is that of Mr, J. B. Connolly, who
was a clerk in the record branch of the Rail-
way Department. He had 25 years’ service
to his eredit and had graduated through the
varions positions from a eadet. As one hav-
ing some knowledge, I can say there is noth-
ing that will destroy a man’s initiative and
encourage him to stagnate more than record
work,

The Minister for Works: Hear, hear! 1
agree with vou. Tt is almost ns bad as mak-
ing fles.

Mr. HUGHES: The Minister has had some
experience of records, too.

Mr. MeCallum: What are you inferring?

Mr. HUGHES: Recard work is principally
a question of minuting a document on to
someone else and puiting a record on the
‘“tickler’’ so that he may see that the doen-
ment i3 returned within a certain time. 1t
is purely mechanical work. Tt does not ecall
for the exercise of initiative, but it is im-
portant beeause a man must be so methodi-
cal. He must be earcful to see that no step
in his records is omitted; if he does not do

Unless he scored a knock-

That
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that, he will get into difficulties with his files,
especially in a big department like the rail-
WAYS.

The Minister for Works:
man put out?

Mr. HUGHES: Last year.

The Minister for Works:
one of my bovs.

Mr. HUGHES: He is. He graduated under
You,

The Minister for Works:
fallen from grace,

AMr. HUGHES: If Connolly did not get a
geod grounding, that was his misfortune!
Record work requires a plodder; the brilliant
man who wants to do things and shift things
and wishes to exercise his initiative, will
never be a success as & record clerk. It re-
quires a good deal of patience and method.
A brilliant man would not have the patience
to go to pigeon holes and delve among docu-
ments years old, file a paper and then put
the bundle bhack in a methodical wav. For
2 number of years continuwously, Connolly was
at this work, No opportunity was afforded
him by the department to gualify for another
branch, ner was he transferred in order to
kecp up his efficiency. He was kept in the
same groove, hot he became a specialist in
his partieular class of work. This faet is
horne cut by the following letter addressed
to the Commigsioner of Railways on the 12th
July, 1915, by Mr. Lord, the Chief Traffic
Manager:—

When Mr, Jones was transferred to Fre-
. mantle goods as clerk in charge, vice Mr.

Ferrier deccased, Mr. ILarkin, eclerk in

charge of my record office, took Mr. Jones's

place in the statistical branch of my trans-
portation office, and Mr. Connolly was then

placed in charge of the record room. T

notified Mr. Connolly at the time that if

he gave satisfaction after a reasonable time

I would be prepared to consider his claims

for the position. e has been in charge of

the office since September, 1914, and has
condueted the work efficiently and econom-
ically. He has one cadet less than Mr,

Larkim had, and no extra hand was ap-

pointed when Mr. Larkin left the office, so

that there has been the saving of Mr. Lar-
kin’s salary at £220 per annum and a cadet
at £60 per annum, or £230 per amnum in
all, although the volume of work remains
much the same. Mr. Connolly is an expert
in record work—having spent the whole of
hig service in it—and although there are
a pumber of clerks senipr to him in the
classification receiving £200 per annum,
they would not be able to fill the position
so well, and I could not recommend any
of them in preference to Mr. Connolly for
this particvlar elass of work. I recommend
his appointment as clerk in charge of my
record room at a salary of £210 per annum
as from 1/7/1915,

In the eivil service, when a permanent head

When was this

Then he is not

He must have

tekes the responsibility of recommend-
ing the promotion of a junior over
the heads of seniors, he must be pre-
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pared to stand an appeal, and have good
grounds as  justification for lis action,
The Chicf Traffic Manager considered Con-
nolly so efficient that he recommended his
promotion over the beads of senjor officers.
That is conclusive proof that up to 1913
at least Connolly was considercd an efficient
and capable officer. ¥rom 1915 onwards le
was never charged with incompetence, He
continued tu be recognised as a competent
‘ofticer until on the 15th July, 1922, he re-
ceived the following cominunieation fron
the Chief Trallic Manager, Mr. Lord—
Owing to the depression in trade and
the consequent necessity for reirench-
ment, there is now no position where you
¢ould be suitably placed, and it lLas be-
come necessary to dispense with your
services. You are hereby notified that
your services with this department will

terminate 4s from the 17th August, 1922,

and you are te relinqeish doty on that

date,  Approval has heen given to yout

being granted a retiring allowance

equivalent to 12 months’ pay.
Connolly was retired as an excess officer.
He was not charged with being inefficient,
nor was his standard of ability brought into
question. Hc was retired as an cxcess offi-
cer and against that there %s no defence.
No member of the House wounld contend
that any man retired beeause there was no
work for him, should be kept in the Publie
Service. I would net do so for one moment.
I would go further, for I believe a lot of
useless work that is done to-day should he
cut out and the officers concerned retired.
Under the Superannuation Act, Connolly
had ecertain rights when he was retired as
an excess officer. Nowhere is it provided in
that Act that a man may be paid off with
a lomp sum as compensation. It provides
for a special annual allowanee or an annual
allowance. Mr. Connolly accepted the eom-
pensation without prejudice, reserving the
right to prosecute his claim for justice. No
one thought for 2 moment there would be
any difficulty placed in the way of getting
his rights under the Superannuation Aect.
For some unknown rcason, however, the
Commissioner of Railways refused to give
Connolly the necessary certificate that he
had served with diligence and fidelity. The
industrial organisation to which Connolly
helonged naturally took uwp his case, because
they could sce in addition to the injustice
to the individeal, the abrogation of a prin-
ciple vital to public servants generally.
When the Commissioner was pressed for the
reason why he would not give the ecrtifi-
cate to Connelly, he fell back on the plea
that Connolly was incompetent.

Me. Mann: Then he should have heen
charged with it.

Mr. HUGHES: That is so. Both the Rail-
way Act and the Public Serviee Aet pre-
seribe that an officer in that position shall
be charged, and he shall have the right of
appeal to the board constituted for that
purpase. The decisions of that board are
binding, If that course had heen followed

[ASSEMBLY.]

and Conunolly had failed to convince the
board, the matter would not have been pur-
sued further. Ia that case Connolty would
have been dismissed without receiving
penny; e would not have been entitled to
the £270 which he received. Being retired ns
an execss offieer, however, he had no right of
appenl. He had not chance to justify limseit.
Unfortunately therc is no appeal to the law
under the Superannuation Act, regarding
pension rights. The Governor-in-Council is
the final court of appeal, and no matter
what injustice an oflicer may suffer, he
cannet avail himself of the law courts, If
that were not so, I would not ask for the
appuintment of a select committee. T would
say tp Connolly and to the union concerned:
““Go to the law courts and get your
remedy.”” A provision which would enable
Connolly to adopt that course has been
specifically exelnded from the Act.  The
nnign waited on the Commissioner of Rail-

_ways and asked him why he would not issue

a certificate to Connolly, and the Commis-
sioner made the astonishing statement that
the man had served with diligence and
fidelity. That being the case, Connolly was
not required to satisfy anyone else.
Although the Commissioner made that state-
ment. which appears in the shorthand notes
of the Commissioner’s report, he wonld not
issue the certificate. If the Commissioner had
put in writing what he was prepared to say to
a deputation, this man would have received
his pension, There must be something radi-
cally wreng when the Commissioner is pre-
pared to make a statement, yet refuses to
commit it to paper. While that sort of
thing can go on there can be no responsible
administration in the Public Serviee, Tt
takes the ground from under the feet of
those putting up Connolly’s claim when the
Commissioner says he is satisfied that Con-
nolly served with diligence and efficiency.
Still he will not put that on paper.

The Minister for Mines: I do not think
that statement is quite correet.

Mr, HUGHES: The Minister said that
last sgession, but did not prove it. The
member for Geraldton (Mr. Willcock) went
outide and brought in the shortband notes
of the report. The DMinister for Works
was quite surprised when he heard the
statement that Connolly had served with
ditigence and fidelity.

Mr. Mann: You say that is in the official
shorthand notes. Has the point heen tested

as to whether, therefore, it is mnot in
writtng?
Mr. HUGHES: I think it would be

stretching a point to go to the court and
sav, ‘‘Here is the certificate.”’

Mr. Corboy: It is not a certificate.

Mr. Mann: Has the point been raised?

Mr. HUGHES: I do not suggest that the
peint should be tested. It would create a
precedent if it were held that a statement
could he taken as a certificate. I think
the law would held that a eertificate was
a document signed by the Commissioner.
Before heing retired, Connolly was trans-
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ferred to another brancn uof the service.
Despite the standard of efficiency in the
Publie Service many years ago, a new
proctice s growing up of making all officers
qualify.

3r, Mann: You are not now confusing
the railway serviee with the Publie
Service, are you?

My, HUGHES: No. The hon. member will
know that in the police foree of recent years
examinations have been sct for promution.
Eflicicnt officers of anv  years’ standing
woenld find it difficult to pass those examina-
tions, The same practice is gromng up in the
ruilway service.  Examinations in practical
work are preseribed. 1f men already oecupy-
ing responsible positions were asked 1o pass
those examinations, many of them, although
sound practical men of 20 or #0 years’ ex-
perience, would find difficulty in doing so.
Connolly was put into the audit branch for a
few months, and given a test. To be o sue-
cessful auditer one requires great power of
concentration.  Anditing i3 a  particularly
monotonous occupation, €or which one requires
tv be trained from vouth. Anayonc with ex-
perience of the work will realise that to take
a man 40 years of age, whoe has spent 23
¥years in the record hraneh, and ask him to
qualify as an auditer in a eouple of months,
is to demand the impossible, There are in
other branches pienty of efficient men who
could not qualify as auditors. That is the
contention under which the Commissioner is
now casting aspersions on Counnolly s effici-
eney, In view of the faet that there is some
doubt, first of alt as to whether this officer
haos had justice, and whether the provisions
of the Superannuation Aet have been com-
plied with, T hold that a proper investigation
should be made. Therefore, without further
detaining the House, I move my motion, hop-
ing that the Minister for Railways will not
adjourn the debate, but will have it settled
to-night. He has had seven or eight months
in which to consider it, and he is au fait with
-the facts,

The Minister for Railways: No, I'm not.
Lord deliver us! do you think that is all I
bave to do?

Mr. HUGHES: What else have you to do?

The Minister for Railways: For one thing,
I have to keep one eye on you. That keeps
me fairly busy. .

AMr. Corboy: And vou have to keep the
other on Plantagenet.

Mr, HGGIES: The Minister has had seven
or eight months to go into the casze, and he
knew I was going to move the motion. There-
fore T hope he will not delay the thing by
asking for an adjournment. Tt does not
matter ow much time he may or may not
have, for he has no case in answer to the
motien.

Me. JOHXSTON  (Williams-Xarrogin)
[10.8]): I wish to say a few words in support
of the motion. This question was debated in
the House last session, amd the member for
Fast Perth has reviewed the faets at length

to-night, so I do not propose to repeat them.
It oppears to me Connolly has been treated
very harshly, T do not know him at all, but
T know tere is among the railway officers a
strong feeling that an injnstice hag heen done
to this man. It is feared, too, that thiz case
may be treated as a precedent and that many
officials of the Railway Department may be
aflversely affected by the decision arrived at.
Many publie servants spend their whole lives
working for ihe Government at low salaries,
copsideralily less than theyx would earn out-
side, baeanze of the rights aml privileges they
are building vp for their own protection in
old agd, and for the protection of their wives
and families. [ know the Minister does not
believe in repudiation, and that it is not
the wirh of members that any rights a publie
servant has honestly earned should be taken
away from him without the fullest possible
reason. 1t secems to me almost ineredible, yet
we had it certified by members of the House
last session, that the Commissioner should
hive mude the statement that Connolly had
gerved  faithfully and  diligently, wnotwith-
stawling which the Commissioner refused to
issue a eortificate to that effeet. My own
experience of the Commissioner is that his
word is his bond and his bond his word.
I believe that if he made that statement he
would be quite prepared to confirm it in writ-
ing. At any rate, that is the ex parte state-
ment given to us. In my opinion the member
for East Perth has made out a strong case
tor investigation, and I hope the Government

~will agree to the appointment of a select

committee,

On motion by the Minister for Railways,
debato adjourned.

House adjourned ot 10.10 p.m,
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